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President’s Message
By Benjamin Brown, P.E. – FCC President

I’m very excited to serve as
the Chapter’s president for the
upcoming year! We are
actively looking for new
members to grow our OSPE
Chapter and add popular
activities that our members
wish to attend. Please contact

me at Ben.Brown@ibigroup..com if you would like to
participate and grow your career and I will connect you to
the appropriate committee chairs.

The 2017-2018 events calendar is still being updated with
continuing education luncheons held at LaScala on the
third Thursday of the month. However, the backbone
structure remains the same, and every year NSPE/OSPE
members devote time and resources to the following
events:

· Imagine Engineering Coloring Contest where
20 schools and 1,434 student 2nd graders were 
visited last year.

· Regional MATHCounts held at CSCC where
hundreds of sixth, seventh and eighth graders test
their math skills in group and individual
competitions.

· Engineer for a Day that takes place during
Engineers Week (Feb 19-25). This event brings
high school students into the engineering
workplace to observe what engineers do and how
they operate in the engineering profession.

· Science Day is where students in grades 5-12 are
offered an opportunity to learn and practice the
principals of scientific research, meet others in
scientific study and earn admiration for
academic excellence.

I would also like to thank our corporate sponsors whose
business cards are presented in our monthly newsletters
for the support of our chapter’s events. I would also like
to acknowledge our members getting active with The
Ohio State University OSPE Student Chapter. Continuing
to promote our profession and provide support for our
future leaders.

On August 19th at the Ohio State House – OSPE held a
ceremony for the new PEs’ that passed the Principles and
Practice of Engineering Exam to pass out their
certificates. It was a great experience for me to meet the
PEs’ and their families to congratulate them for the effort
and wish them continued success in their careers. A
highlight for me was to state the Engineers’ Creed (shown
below) with the new professionals to wrap of the
ceremony.

Chapter officers or members are not authorized to
speak on behalf of, or obligate, OSPE.
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OSPE-FCC September
Luncheon Program

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017
Place: La Scala Restaurant
4199 W. Dublin Granville Rd., Dublin, OH
Time: Registration: 11:30 am
Lunch: 11:50 am
Speaker: 12:00 pm
Closing Remarks: 1:00 pm
Cost: Members: $20.00 & Non-Members: $30.00.
Registration: Visit fccospe.org. Pay at door or online at
(www.fccospe.org).  No access to computer, contact Jim
Arnold, 614-299-2133, to help with registration.

Title: “Grid Assurance"

Synopsis: Emerging threats to the electric power grid due
to natural calamities or physical attacks have led to the
need for a pro-active, collaborative industry-led response
to address grid resilience.  Grid Assurance was formed in
May 2016 by six geographically and technically diverse
electric utility companies to provide a shared, secure,
strategic reserve of long lead time transmission assets,
stored securely and with pre-planned delivery logistics in
order to achieve rapid deployment and restoration of
electric transmission facilities following major disruptive
events.  The pooled resource diversifies the risk and
reduces the cost to subscribers and their customers
compared to each company acting independently.  Grid
Assurance currently is developing its Operation and
securing both subscribers and additional equity partners
to bring this much needed service to life.

This presentation will describe the context, challenges
and operational scope of services to be provided by Grid
Assurance in service to the electric power industry and the
communities it serves.

PRESENTER: Jeff Fleeman, PE, COO Grid Assurance
LLC (GA)

BIOGRAPHY: Jeff Fleeman
(jjafleeman@aep.com) is serving
as Chief Operating Officer of
Grid Assurance LLC (GA), and
is responsible for the
development of GA’s strategic
equipment inventory, secure
warehouses and delivery logistics.  Jeff has been
employed with American Electric Power (AEP) since
1981, where he is currently Managing Director of
Transmission Business Development.  Prior to this, Jeff
served as Vice President – Technology of BOLD™
Transmission LLC, a newly formed AEP affiliate that
develops and licenses high capacity high efficiency line
design technology.  Concurrently, Jeff served as Director
of Advanced Transmission Studies and Technologies at
AEP, where he had system-wide responsibility for:  AEP
transmission technology strategy; HVDC/FACTs
systems; system dynamic analysis; and asset performance
and renewal programs including asset replacement
planning, grid resiliency analysis, spare transformer
strategy and the implementation of AEP’s Asset Health
Center.  He also has held AEP system-wide leadership
roles in Transmission Asset Engineering, Substation
Engineering, and Major Transmission Equipment.  Jeff
has BSEE and MSEE degrees from The Ohio State
University.  He currently chairs the Power System
Electric Research Center (PSERC) Industry Advisory
Board, served as Chair of EPRI’s Transmission &
Substation Advisory Council from 2011-2017 and was
Chair of EEI’s Transmission Committee from 2005-2007.
He is a senior member of IEEE, and Chairs the IEEE/PES
Region 2 Scholarship Plus Committee.  Jeff is a member
of CIGRE and is a registered PE in Ohio.

---------------------------------------------------------------
A certificate for 1 hour of Professional Development for
attending the program will be presented at the luncheon.
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FCC Auxiliary September
Meeting

The Auxiliary to the Franklin Co. Chapter of OSPE will
meet at noon for lunch on Tuesday, September 19, at
Worthington Hills Country Club, 910 Clubview Blvd,
South, Worthington. Professional musician Johnny
Steiner will entertain with a selection of Broadway tunes.

Johnny Steiner has been a free-lance musician in Central
Ohio for over two decades. He is a performer, conductor,
arranger and teacher.

He is the artistic director of Vaud-Villities – the longest
running singing and dancing spectacular in the country,
which started in 1943.

The Auxiliary encourages Chapter members and their
significant others attend. Johnny Steiner provided an
outstanding performance for the Auxiliary last year and
that is the reason that he has been asked to return.

Auxiliary members, Chapter members and guests would
be sure to enjoy this program. To make a reservation, call
Agnes Benedict at 614-262-7346.

Bill Lhota Obituary

William J. (Bill) Lhota, 77, passed away Aug. 10 after a
battle with pancreatic cancer.  Bill was a great leader 
and a gallant supporter of the engineering community. 
He will be missed.

Bill was a member of
American Society of Civil
Engineers, registered
professional engineer in
Ohio, Michigan and New
York; registered surveyor
in Ohio and a member of
NSPE, OSPE and the
Franklin County Chapter
since February of 1989. He
was a member of the Board
of Directors for the National Institute for Engineering
Ethics (NIEE) at Texas Tech University and for the
Columbus Regional Airport Authority. Bill was a past
chair and member of the NSPE Board of Ethical Review,
The Ohio State University Alumni Association Board of
Directors, a former chair of the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors, and the Columbus
Chamber of Commerce.

Ethics was one of Bill's passions. He presented a number
of seminars on ethics through the years for OSPE and
FCC as well as for other organizations. Bill received
numerous OSPE awards over the years:

1999 - Professional Engineering Management
2004 - Uncommon Engineer
2015 - Meritorious Service
2017 - Citation

Bill is survived by his wife, Susan, and daughter, Ann.
A Celebration of Life was held on Monday, August 14,
2017 at Schoedinger Northwest Chapel, 1740 Zollinger
Rd.
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IMAGINE     CHALLENGE     INNOVATE     CREATE

Structural • Civil • Mechanical • Electrical • Technology • Survey

www.korda.com 614.487.1650

OSU Student Chapter Faculty
Advisor Is a

2017-2018 OSU US Fulbright
Scholars

Dr. Halil Sezen, PE, (professor in Department of Civil,
Environmental and Geodetic Engineering in the College
of Engineering), is the Faculty Advisor for OSPE Student
Chapter of the Ohio State University Society of

Professional Engineers (OSUSPE). The student branch
was started in 2016 with Kevin Monroe, EI, Franklin
County Chapter of the Ohio Society of Professional
Engineers as liaison with Dr. Sezen and the student
members.

Dr. Sezen, PE is one of the faculty receiving grants from
the Office of International Affairs, Fulbright and
Fulbright-Hays programs. The International Affairs grant
program supports projects that advance the understanding

of foreign countries, cultures and peoples through
academic study.

Franklin County Chapter congratulates Dr. Halil Sezen on
his award for “Retrofit of Deteriorating and Vulnerable
Infrastructure using Fiber Reinforced Polymers," with
Center for Advanced Materials at Qatar University.

Franklin County Chapter Area

Franklin County Chapter of the Ohio Society of
Professional Engineers is made up of more than Franklin
County, it encompasses the following Ohio Counties:

Delaware Co. Madison Co.
Fairfield Co. Marion Co.
Franklin Co. Morrow Co.
Hocking Co. Muskingum Co.
Knox Co. Perry Co.
Licking Co. Union Co.

Franklin County is one of the most active and largest
Chapters in the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers.
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Aug. 29 10:00 a.m. Deadline for September Columbus Engineer
Sept. 12 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Sept. 21 11:30 a.m. Program: Grid Assurance- Jeffery Fleeman, PE
Sept. 25 5:00 p.m. Deadline for October Columbus Engineer
Oct. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Oct. 16 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer
Oct. 19 11:30a.m. Program: TBA
Nov. 14 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Nov. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer
Nov. 16 11:30 a.m. Program: Autonomous Cars-Justin Robbins/Jason

Sudy;OHM Advisors
Dec. 12 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Dec. 18 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer
Jan. 9 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Jan. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer
Jan. 18 11:30a.m. Program: ODOT I-71 & 36/37 Interchange – Steve Fellenger
Feb. 13 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Feb. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer
Feb. 11 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @ CSCC
Feb. 19-25 National Engineers Week (see www.eweek.org)
Feb. 22 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Engineer for a Day Program
Feb. 23 11:30 a.m. Program: E-Week Luncheon
Mar. 10 8:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Ohio Mathcounts Competition

(OSPE, see www.ohioengineer.com)
Mar. 13 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Mar. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer
Mar. 15 11:30a.m. Program: Smart Cities – Carla Bailo,OSU
Mar. 17 District Science Day @ CSCC
Apr. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Apr. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer
Apr. 19 11:30a.m. Program: TBA
May 8 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
May 16 5:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer
May 18 11:30 a.m. Chapter Officer Installation/ Awards Luncheon

July (TBA) FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced

Korda/Nemeth Address: 1650 Watermark Drive #2 Columbus OH 43215

2017-18 CALENDAR
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FCC-OSPE Office e-mail & phone number: ospefcc@aol.com (614) 470-4170
FCC-OSOE President E-mail & Phone: ben.brown@ibigroup.com (614) 519-8978
OSPE-FCC WEBSITE www.fccospe.org
OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com
NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org
To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com (614) 519-8978
To volunteer to help with Science Day: yogesh.rege@terracon.com (614) 863-3113
To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: krmonroe@HNTB.com (614) 493-5515
To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: devon_seal@gspnet.com (614) 221-0678
FCC Luncheons / Programs: lewinget@att.net (614) 552-1697
New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or (614) 223-1144

www.ohioengineer.com

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?
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2017-2018 OFFICERS, TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Name Phone # (w) or (h) Cell Phone # E-mail Address

President Ben Brown, PE 614-863-3113 (w) 614-203-1199 (cell) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
Chapter Secretary Steve Wilson, PE 614-933-2246 (w) 614-832-5019 (cell) sfwilson@aep.com
Treasurer Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (cell) lday1@columbus.rr.com
Past President Kevin Ernst, PE (614) 863-3113 (w) (614) 203-1199 (cell) Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com
Administrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-863-3113 (w) 614-313-3814 (cell) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

NEW FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org
OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com

OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure
614-223-1144 (w-
OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com
VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL

Charles Ohrstedt,PE Vice-President Charles Ohrstedt, PE 614-937-1512 (cell) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net
Programs/CPD/Activity Leon Winget, PhD, PE 614-395-8249 (cell) lewinget@att.net
Membership Ron Eifert, PE 614-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com

614-315-9551 (c)
Young Engineer Trustee Vacant
Retired Engineers Trustee Ron Eifert, PE 614-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com

614-315-9551 (c)
PEHE Trustee John Schrock schrock.28@osu.edu
Chapter Directory Steve Wilson, PE 614-552-1714 (w) sfwilson@aep.com

614-832-5019(cell)
Ken Heigel, PE Vice-President Ken Heigel, PE 614-466-0257 (w) kheigel@owda.org

Science Day (District) Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com
304-951-7847 (cell)

Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-486-4383 (w) joe.sullivan@stantec.com
614-561-5447 (cell)

Columbus Engineer Editor Howard Jones, PE 614-209-3289 (h) hrjones63@yahoo.com
614-209-3289 (cell)

Engineers Week Luncheon CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov
614-946-2961 (h)

Engineer For A Day Charles Ohrstedt 614-937-1512 (cell) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net
PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)
Yogesh Rege, PE Vice-President Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

304-951-7847 (cell)
MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614- 818-4900 (b) ben.brown@ibigroup.com

614-519-8978 (cell)
Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (cell)
Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)
PEI Trustee Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (cell)
EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)
Kevin  Monroe, EI Vice-President Kevin Monroe (614) 493-5515 (w) krmonroe@HNTB.com

(614) 403-4485 (cell)
Imagine Engineering Contest Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com

614-208-6986 (cell)
Auxiliary Trustee Barbara Fuller 614-880-9221 (h) bfulle@columbus.rr.com
OSPE Director Kevin Ernst, PE (614) 863-3113 (w) Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com

(614) 203-1199 (cell)
Constitution & By-Laws Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com

614-208-6986 (cell)
PEPP Trustee Vacant
PEC Trrustee Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

304-951-7847 (cell)
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