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President’s Message 
S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE, PEng, F.ASCE 

– FCC President 

 

THANKSGIVING Welcome to 

the respected Professional 

Engineer Members of Franklin 

County Chapter, OSPE! 

 

Congratulations and Thank You 

to all new PEs in the State of 

Ohio! 

 

The Board, Franklin County Chapter OSPE follows 

“Robert’s Rules of Order” and appreciate Mr. Tim 

Schaffer’s efforts on streamlining the activities of 

OSPE-Chapters. The October 2024 Franklin County 

Chapter Board’s meeting considered annual CPD 

programs to include topics of Professional-Ethics, 

Sustainability, Resilience, and Project-Governance. 

The Board greatly appreciates Mr. Dustin Doherty’s 

(FCC-President 2019-20 and 2020-21) efforts on the 

monthly CPD Program and the great line-up of 

presenters for this 2024-25 Board-Year. Thank You 

to All for taking advantage of the invaluable CPD-

hours and have successfully attended and collected 

those 15-CPD-hrs from the 2024 EFO-CPD 

Conference!  

 

The Franklin County Chapter OSPE is on-Budget 

and the Board truly appreciates Steve Day’s 

tremendous efforts (year-to-year) in this regard.   

Steve is our chapter’s legislative-action(s) 

coordinator, as well; the OH-HB497 update is :   

 

“HB497 Streamlines various admin processes in 

county law and increase efficiency. Currently, the 

county is required to obtain detailed plans, 

specifications and cost estimates that apply to 

projects greater than $25,000. Some projects under 

$25,000 could still affect Health, Safety and Welfare 

of the Public. This Bill was changed to remove cost 

limits and exempt minor repairs such as drywall 

repair, painting, maintenance work etc. Bill Passed 

the House, waiting on Senate review.” 

 

The Engineers Week (FEB 16-22, 2025) and Girl 

Day Kickoffs were on OCT 23rd.  Thank You for all 

your support!  If you have anything to input, please 

contact Mr. C.R. Weaver our coordinator. 

 

MATHCOUNTS program is scheduled for FEB 8th, 

2025, at CSCC and looking for more proctors and 

graders; request your recommendation of a 

volunteers and to contact Ben Brown at 

Benjamin.Brown68@yahoo.com. Thank You to Ben 

Brown and Joe Bolzenius for successfully 

conducting the MATHCOUNTS! 

 

Thank You to Mr. Tireless, Howard Jones for 

maintaining the Columbus Engineer newsletter on-

time each month!  Don’t forget to obtain your PE 

License Plate Frame(s) from Howard.  Thank You to 

Mr. Richard Smelker for providing intime Board 

Communications to the Franklin County Chapter 

OSPE Membership! CONGRATULATIONS to 

Richard for decades of PE-Service to the AEP and on 

his recent retirement from AEP; Franklin County 

Chapter wishes the best to Richard!! 

- Continued, page 2 
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President’s Message, continued -  

 

I request your recommendation of PEs and/or EITs 

to be active in the Franklin County Chapter OSPE. 

Several active Board-officer opportunities are 

currently available including the Engineer-for-a-day 

(EFAD) program. 

 

Also, please do not forget to recommend your 

accomplished colleagues and/or the invaluable 

engineering projects for a Franklin County Chapter 

award.  For information please do not hesitate to 

contact Tina Sutermeister.  

 

Lastly, a big THANK YOU to the Franklin County 

Chapter PE Membership and the Board! 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING, FOLKS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSPE-FCC November  

Luncheon Program 
 

Date:  Thursday, November14, 2024 

Note: This is the 2nd Thursday of November 

Place:  Hickory House 

550 Officecenter Pl., Gahanna, OH 43230 

Time:  Registration: 11:30 am  

Lunch:  11:50 am 

Speaker:  12:00 pm 

Closing Remarks:  1:00 pm 

Cost:  Members: $25.00 & Non-Members: $35.00. 

      SPE@OSU Students: $10.00 

 

Registration:  Visit www.fccospe.org. Register on-

line with debit/credit card, pay by check or cash at 

the door.  No access to a computer, contact Steve 

Day, at 614-876-7525, to help with registration. 

 

Title: “Construction Bidding from a Contractor’s 

Perspective” 

Abstract: This presentation examines the 

multifaceted decision-making process contractors 

undergo when determining whether to bid on 

construction projects. Key factors influencing this 

choice include the project's scope, size, duration, and 

working conditions, alongside geographic 

considerations and anticipated project timelines. 

Once the decision to bid is made, contractors prepare 

for bid day by reaching out to subcontractors through 

various methods such as software systems, one-on-

one conversations, and site visits. This preparation 

also involves a thorough review of contract 

documents, bonding and insurance requirements, and 

calculations for self-performed work, utilizing 

historical productivity data and construction cost 

indices to guide estimations. 

- Continued, page 3 
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November Luncheon, continued -  

On bid day, contractors focus on collecting and 

leveling bids using advanced software tools to 

manage the influx of proposals, addressing any 

challenging submissions effectively. Post-bid 

activities involve in-depth scope reviews with 

subcontractors, finalizing pricing and project 

durations, and resolving outstanding issues. Several 

factors, including labor supply and demand, wage 

fluctuations, lead times, and supply chain challenges, 

significantly influence pricing. Additionally, the 

design team plays a critical role in the bidding 

process by providing complete contract documents, 

minimizing addenda, and accurately identifying 

potential construction obstacles. Effective pre-bid 

meetings that highlight key project challenges can 

further streamline the bidding process and enhance 

contractor engagement 

Learning objective: 

To understand what all goes into a construction bid 

and how the design professional can aid in better bids 

will be discussed in detail. 

 

Presenter: Mark Setterlin is the 

owner of Setterlin Building 

Company. 

 

Biography: Mr. Setterlin is president of Setterlin 

Building Company, a general contractor based in 

central Ohio providing professional construction 

services to our clients. Setterlin applies its 

construction services to a variety of public and 

private clients throughout the State of Ohio, 

including Mr.: OFCC, ODNR, ODAS, ODRC, City 

of Columbus, The Ohio State University, Metro 

Parks and many more. Mark joined the company full 

time in 1998 and has been focused on the 

preconstruction side of the business. Mark has been 

directly involved in our hard bid, CMR and DB 

projects and has an excellent working knowledge of 

the processes for each.  
A certificate for 1 hour of Professional Development for 

attending the program will be emailed to the attendee 
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Ohio to Invest $23M in Urban  

Transit Across State 

On Friday, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced the 

state would invest more than $23 million to fund 

urban transit entities across the state.  

DeWine and Ohio Department of Transportation  

(ODOT) Director Pamela Boratyn said the state 

would be awarding $23.1 million in grants to Ohio’s 

26 transit agencies. Agencies will be able to use the 

funds for a variety of purposes ranging from transit 

fleet expansion, replacement vehicles, preventative 

maintenance and facility upgrades to new equipment 

and technology or operating assistance.  

“Public transportation is an important part of our 

communities,” DeWine said. “These funds help 

ensure public transit remains an option for the 

hundreds of thousands of Ohioans who rely on it 

daily.” 

The awards will be administered through the 

ODOT’s Office of Transit and will be funded 

through the state’s general revenue fund.  

 

The funds are split into two parts, officials said – 

$18.9 million which will be allocated proportionally 

to the transit system based on a percentage of their 

Federal Transit Administration 5307 allocation, and 

the remaining $4.25 million distributed in a Small 

Urban Bonus to transit systems based on population 

and service metrics.  

“Part of ODOT’s mission is to ensure Ohio’s 

transportation system is accessible, equitable, and 

positioned for the future,” Boratyn said. “These 

funds not only go directly to support that mission, but 

more importantly to boost the vital service urban 

transit agencies provide to connect people and 

improve their quality of life.” 
(By Liz Carey, writer Transportation Today, October 17, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

December Seminar 

Mon, Dec 9th, @8:30am - 04:00pm 
 

Earn 6 CPD hours at the virtual December Seminar 

Earn up to 6 CPD hours, including 1 hour of state-

mandatory ethics training, at EFO's virtual seminar.  

This program is also good for 6 hours towards PMP 

certification or its renewal.   

 Zoom logins will be sent to registered participants. 

 

Location: Virtual Program: Attend from Work or 

Home 

 

Contact: Engineers Foundation of Ohio, 614-223-

1177, efo@ohioengineer.com  

mailto:efo@ohioengineer.com
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2024-2025 CALENDAR 

 
DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 
Aug. 23 5:00 p.m. Deadline for September Columbus Engineer 

   

Sept. 5 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title: “Improving Public Health Outcomes through Research 

and Teaching Innovations” - Presenter:  Prof. Allison MacKay 

Sept. 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual  

Sept. 11 5:00 p.m.  Deadline for October Columbus Engineer 

Sept. 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

Oct. 3 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  NO PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER   

Oct. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Oct. 17 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer 

   

Nov. 7-8  EFO Fall CPD Conference 

Nov. 12 5:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Nov. 14 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title: “Construction Bidding from a Contractor’s Perspective” 

- Presenter:  Mark Setterlin   

Nov. 14 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer 

   

Dec. 5 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer 

Dec. 9 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EFO December Seminar 

Dec. 9 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Dec. 12 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Dec. 20 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

Jan. 2 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Jan. 14 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for E-Week Luncheon Flyer 

Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer 

   

Feb. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  No Program   

Feb. 8 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @CSCC 

Feb. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Feb. 13 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer 

Feb. 16-22  National Engineer’s Week 

Feb. 20 TBD Program:  E-Week Luncheon – Location:  TBD – Theme:  TBD 

   

Mar. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Mar. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Mar. 13 5:00 P.M. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer 

Mar. 13-15  Engineer’s Leadership Institute (ELI) - Virtual 

Mar. 15 8:15 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Ohio MATHCOUNTS Competition @CSCC 

Mar. 15  District Science Day @CSCC 

   

Apr. 3 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Apr. 4 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

Apr. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Apr. 10 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer 

Apr. TBD TBD Legislative Day 
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2024-2025 CALENDAR 
Continued 

 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 
May 1 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

May 10 – 13  National MATHCOUNTS Competition 

May 13 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

May 15 12:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer 

May 22 6:30 p.m. Chapter Officer Installation & Awards Dinner – Location:  TBD 

   

June 5  12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

June 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

June 12 5:00 p.m. Deadline for July Columbus Engineer 

June 12-13   All Ohio Engineering Conference 

June 14  EFO/OSPE Annual Meetings & Awards Luncheon 

June 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

July TBD TBD FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced  

   

 
 

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.    

Address: 250 Old Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 250,  

Worthington, Ohio 43085 
 
 
 

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

 
FCC-OSPE President E-mail & Phone: rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com (614) 818-4900 

FCC-OSPE WEBSITE www.fccospe.org    

OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com   

NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org    

To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: ben.brown@ibigroup.com  (614) 519-8978 

To volunteer to help with Science Day: baba.yahaya@terracon.com  (614) 328-5209 

To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: TBD  

To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net (614) 670-1175 

FCC Luncheons / Programs: ddoherty@cecinc.com  (614) 359-6321 

New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com  (614) 223-1144 

 

mailto:rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com
http://www.fccospe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.nspe.org/
mailto:ben.brown@ibigroup.com
mailto:baba.yahaya@terracon.com
mailto:tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net
mailto:tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net
mailto:ddoherty@cecinc.com
http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
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                             2024-2025 OFFICERS, 

           TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

TITLE NAME PHONE # (w) or (h) MOBILE # EMAIL ADRESS

President S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE 614-818-4900 (w) 412-310-9452 (m) rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com

Vice President Derek Kiss, PE 614-468-6212 (w) dkiss@cecinc.com

Vice President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com

Chapter Secretary Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gmail.com

Treasurer Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (m) lday1@columbus.rr.com

Past President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE, PMP 614-389-4132 (w) 773-517-1036 (m) mehrdadrowhanipe@gmail.com

Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-328-5148 (w) 614-313-3814 (m) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org

OSPE 

FCC Director Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) 614-746-7243 (m) Nabele@smeinc.com

OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer, PE 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com

OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure (ret., part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com
JoAnn Finke (part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-EFO) admin@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL

Derek Kiss, PE Vice-President Derek Kiss, PE 614-46-212 (w) dkiss@cecinc.com

                          

Programs/CPD/Activity Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (m)

Membership TBD

Young Engineer Trustee Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gamil.com

                    

Retired Engineers Trustee Bob Fuller, P.E. 614-886-2020 (m) barbarafuller6438@att.net

614-880-9221 (h)

PEHE Trustee S. Rao Chitikela, PE 412-310-9452 (m) srao.chitikela@gmail.com

Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

OSU - Student Chapter Liason TBD

Science Day (District) Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

614-517-7864 (m)

Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-898-7100 (w) jsullivan@msconsultants.com

614-561-5447 (m)

Columbus Engineer  - Editor Howard Jones, PE, F.NSPE 614-209-3289 (m) hrjones63@yahoo.com

614-209-3289 (h)

Engineers Week CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)

Engineer For A Day TBD

PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

Eric Bates, PE Vice-President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614-818-4900 (w) ben.brown@ibigroup.com

614-519-8978 (m)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Joseph Bolzenius, PE, PS 614-354-4933 (h) joseph.bolzenius@hotmail.com

614-441-4222 (m)

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (m) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (h)

Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (m)

PEI Trustee Richard Smelker, PE 614-552-1697 (w) rdsmelker@aep.com

614-267-9610 (m)

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (m)

Chapter Directory Zach Wedekind, EI zwedekind@gmail.com

Imagine Engineering Contest Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

Auxiliary Trustee TBD

OSPE Director Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

Constitution & By-Laws Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

PEPP Trustee Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) Nabele@smeinc.com

614-746-7243 (m)

PEPP Trustee Greg Nortz, PE 614-790-0029 (m) gregnortz@otiscoengineering.com

PEC Trustee Ken Goodson, PE 380-900-8315 (w) kengoodson@hotmail.com
220-228-2192 (m)

Revised - 8.19.2024 - dmm
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