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President’s Message 
Nathan Abele, P.E. 

– FCC President 

 

FCC-OSPE is planning to do a 

combination if in-person and 

virtual programs this year, but we 

continue to need help with identifying presenters to 

talk on a technical, managerial, or ethical topic for 

our monthly programs.  Please let us know if you 

have a topic or presentation for one of our programs. 

 

We have a social event planned the evening of 

November 17 at Top Golf, See page 5 for details!  

The Imagine Engineering second grade coloring 

competition is underway, so please be discussing 

with any schools that you have previously visited or 

contacted.  The MATHCOUNTS competition is 

scheduled for February, and Science Day will occur 

in March. 

 

Several recent changes have been made and are 

shown on the 2022-2023 Officers, Trustees and 

Committee Chairs.  The changes are as follows:  

Retired Engineer Trustee – Bob Fuller, PE; OSU-

Student Chapter Liaison – Kayla Saggio, EI; and 

Science Day (District) – Baba, Yahaya, PE 

 

We currently still have a few vacant positions within 

the board to be filled and would appreciate any help 

that you can provide. 

 

Have a great Holiday!  

Nathan Abele, OE 

FCC-OSPE President 

 

Missouri Bridge Collapses During 

Construction, Killing One Person 

and Injuring Three Others 
 

On Wednesday (October 26, 2022), a bridge outside 

of Kearney, Missouri collapsed, killing one person 

and injuring three others. All four victims were 

trapped under debris from the bridge collapse.  

 

The collapse happened at 148th Street and Shady 

Grove Road right before 2 P.M. according to a press 

release from the Clay County's Sheriff Office. 

 

Officials said contractors were pouring concrete on 

the bridge deck when the bridge collapsed. 

 

According to the release, the collapse trapped four 

people, but three were able to “extricate themselves 

from the collapse.” 

 

Officials said one man died, and the others who were 

able to get out were transported to area hospitals with 

minor injuries. 

- Continued, page 2 
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Missouri Bridge Collapse, continued -  

According to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office, the 

bridge had been closed since 2016, and construction 

started in late May 2021 to create a new two-lane 

bridge set to open in early 2023. 

 

There were multiple contracting companies at the 

scene of the Wednesday bridge collapse, but no 

county employees present, officials said.  

 

There were no safety concerns on the bridge project 

prior to the collapse and an engineering contractor 

was on scene Wednesday inspecting the bridge 

before the deck was poured, the sheriff's office said. 

An investigation is underway, and the findings from 

the sheriff's office will be given to the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). 
 

(Excerpted from NSPE DAILY DESIGNS, November 1, 2022) 

 

 

Old Nice-Middleton Bridge in 

Maryland 

to be Destroyed 
 

The new Nice-Middleton Bridge connecting Virginia 

to Maryland over the Potomac River is opening 

today. However, a group of cycling and outdoor 

enthusiasts doesn't want the old bridge to close. 

Unfortunately, they have not been able to block 

Maryland from dismantling the old Nice-Middleton 

Bridge. 

 

A federal judge in Baltimore said on Tuesday that the 

organizations failed to meet the high legal threshold 

for blocking demolition, which lawyers for the state 

said will begin later this week. 

 

Governor Larry Hogan are holding the ribbon cutting 

ceremony this morning to open the new span. 

 

The lawyer hired by the coalition said leaving the 

original Nice-Middleton Bridge in place would 

preserve the opportunity to use it for recreation. 

When Hogan announced plans to replace the  

 

1940s-era bridge, he pledged to include a dedicated 

bike/pedestrian lane on the new span. Those plans 

were later dropped to cut costs. 

 

- Continued, page 3 
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Old-Nice, continued -  

 

U.S. District Court Judge Deborah Boardman, 

former Virginia state Del. David Brickley, an 

advocate for the groups, said a restraining order 

would allow more time for citizens and local officials 

to pursue their options. 

 

“When the old Nice Bridge is destroyed, it’s 

destroyed forever,” he said. “There is no re-do when 

Maryland unexpectedly blows up the bridge two 

days from now.” 

 

The Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) 

listed “early 2023” as the opening date for the new 

Nice-Middleton Bridge. On Tuesday, hours before 

an emergency court hearing, the MDTA announced 

that the new bridge will open on Wednesday. 

 

Brian Wolfe, director of project development for the 

MDTA, testified that they knew in June that the new 

span would be ready for traffic in early October. 

 

Wolfe and attorneys for the state of Maryland argued 

that the old span is falling apart and soon could pose 

a danger to the public. They also maintained that 

groups looking to save it have yet to put forward a 

credible plan for financing its future needs and 

operating costs. 

 

Wolfe said preserving the old bridge would 

eventually cause problems for the new span. 

 

The Nice-Middleton Bridge is named for former 

Governor Harry W. Nice and former state Senator 

Thomas Middleton. 

 

The former senator said he is not surprised the judge  

rejected the bike groups’ request for a temporary 

restraining order. 

 

 

 

 

“The bridge is in horrible condition,” Middleton said. 

“Just ride under it and see the rusted beams and the 

concrete pilings that are just corroding.” 

 

"It would have been nice” if the new bridge had 

included the bike/pedestrian lane that was promised, 

he added. 

 

According to lawyers for the state of Maryland, 

demolition crews and equipment are on site and that 

a delay would have cost $21,000 a day. 
 

(Excerpted from NSPE Daily Designs, dated October 14, 2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to Mark Your 

Calendars! 
 

The date has been set for the 2023 E-Week 

Luncheon.  This year’s theme will be “Creating The 

Future”.  Be sure to mark your calendars for the 

February 23rd event!  

 

Date:  Thursday, February 23rd, 2023 

Time:  12:00pm – 1:30pm 

Location:  Villa Milano  

                 1630 Schrock Rd, Columbus, Ohio 43229 

 

dmmorrison
Typewriter
3



___________________________________   Columbus Engineer   ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________                  ____________________________________________ 
                            

 

 

Underwater drone used for  

first-ever autonomous 

wind farm foundations inspection 
 

EDF has deployed a customized remotely operated 

vehicle (ROV) to carry out the autonomous wind 

farm foundation inspection at its Blyth Offshore 

Wind Farm. 

 

The ROV, equipped and operated by researchers 

from the ORCA Hub, was modified to include 

cutting-edge robotic technologies for autonomous 

inspection capabilities and carried out visual 

inspections of the gravity-based foundations of three 

offshore turbines over the course of four days. 

 

The inspections were undertaken as part of a 

partnership between EDF and the ORCA Hub to 

investigate a wide range of potential applications for 

drone technology to assess offshore wind turbines. 

The trials demonstrated the drone’s ability to work 

autonomously at the site, as it recorded videos to 

assess the exterior condition of turbine foundations 

and cables. 

 

The drone was also used to create a 3D 

reconstruction model of parts of the underwater 

assets, which will be used to monitor biofouling, the 

accumulation of microorganisms, plants and algae on 

the turbine foundations. 

 

 

 

EDF R&D UK Centre offshore wind research 

engineer Maxime Duchet said: “These trials have 

showcased the ability of autonomous inspection 

drones to collect high-quality images off offshore 

turbine technology. These images, and the modelling 

they enable, will greatly enhance our ability to carry 

out operations and maintenance activities on-site. 

 

“Further tests are needed to estimate the time 

required to inspect all of the turbine foundations, and 

to demonstrate the full potential of marine robotic 

technology. However, it is clear from these initial 

results that the technology can ensure safer and faster 

operations and a reduced carbon footprint.” 

 

EDF Renewables UK portfolio manager for offshore 

wind Paul Clarke added: “Marine robotics is a 

booming field with a myriad of applications for 

offshore wind farms, and we’re delighted to have 

partnered with the ORCA Hub for this successful 

trial. The drone proved its ability to work 

autonomously and make a significant contribution to 

turbine operation and maintenance, and we’re 

excited at the possibilities afforded by drone 

technology to further streamline these procedures.” 

(Excerpted from NSPE DAILY DESIGNS, May 25, 2022) 
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Franklin County Chapter -  Ohio Society
of Professional Engineers (FCC-OSPE) 

Fall Outing 
What: Membership Event 
Who: Members Only  
When: Thursday, November 17th 
              @ 5:30pm-7:30pm
Where: Top Golf 
               2000 IKEA Way, Columbus, OH 43240

Join us for a fun evening of golf! All levels of golfers
are welcome, even if you prefer not to golf we still
encourage you to come out, grab some food and

get to know the members. Appetizers & (non-
alcoholic) beverages will be provided. We look

forward to seeing you there! 

Please RSVP to Zach Wedekind or Kayla Saggio by
Monday Nov. 14th, spots are limited! 
(Please let us know if you have any food allergies or
dietary restrictions).  
          kayla.saggio@gmail.com
          zach.wedekind@kimley-horn.com
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2022-2023 CALENDAR
DATE TIME DESCRIPTION
Nov. 3-4 EFO Fall CPD Conference
Nov. 4 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer
Nov. 8 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Nov. 11 5:00 p.m. Top Golf RSVP
Nov. 17 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Social Event: Top Golf (Members only) 2000 IKEA Way, Columbus, OH 43240
Dec. 2 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer
Dec. 5 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EFO Seminar: “Communicate & Lead In the New Abnormal”, Zoom meeting
Dec. 6 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting
Dec. 13 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Dec. TBD 12:00 p.m. Program: TBD
Jan. 6 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer
Jan. 10 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Jan. 19 12:00 p.m. Program: TBD
Feb. 3 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer
Feb. 11 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @ CSCC
Feb. 14 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Feb. 19 – 25 National Engineer’s Week
Feb. 23 11:30 a.m. Program: E-Week Luncheon - Villa Milano – Theme: “Creating The Future”
Feb. TBD 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Engineer for a Day Program
Mar. 2 – 3 Engineer’s Leadership Institute
Mar. 3 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer
Mar. 11 8:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Ohio MathCounts Competition @ CSCC (OSPE, see www.ohioengineer.com)
Mar. 14 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Mar. TBD 12:00 p.m. Program: TBD
Mar. 24 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting
Mar. TBD District Science Day @ CSCC
Apr. 7 5:00 p.m. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer
Apr. 11 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Apr. TBD Legislative Day
Apr. TBD 12:00 p.m. Program: TBD
May 5 12:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer
May 9 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
May 18 6:30 p.m. Chapter Officer Installation & Awards Dinner
June 2 5:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer
June 13 12:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
June TBD 12:00 p.m. Program: TBD
June 30 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting
July TBD (TBA) FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Address: 250 Old Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 250, Worthington, Ohio 43085

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?
FCC-OSPE President E-mail & Phone: nabele@smeinc.com (614) 746-7243
FCC-OSPE WEBSITE www.fccospe.org
OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com
NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org
To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com (614) 519-8978
To volunteer to help with Science Day: baba.yahaya@terracon.com (614) 328-5209
To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: Kayla.saggio@gmail.com
To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: devonseal1@gmail.com (614) 208-6986
FCC Luncheons / Programs: ddoherty@cecinc.com (614) 359-6321
New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com (614) 223-1144

http://www.ohioengineer.com/
mailto:nabele@smeinc.com
http://www.fccospe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.nspe.org/
mailto:benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com
mailto:baba.yahaya@terracon.com
mailto:Kayla.saggio@gmail.com
mailto:devonseal1@gmail.com
mailto:ddoherty@cecinc.com
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
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                             2022-2023 OFFICERS, 

            TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Name Phone # (w) or (h) Cell Phone # E-mail Address

President Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) 614-746-7243 (cell) Nabele@smeinc.com

Vice President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE 614-389-4132 (w) 773-517-1036 (cell) mehrdadrowhanipe@gmail.com

Chapter Secretary TBD

Treasurer Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (cell) lday1@columbus.rr.com

Past President Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) 614-517-7864 (cell) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-328-5148 (w) 614-313-3814 (cell) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

NEW FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org

OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com

OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure (ret., part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL

Mehrdad Rowhani, PE Vice-President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE 614-389-4132 (w) mehrdadrowhanipe@gmail.com

                          773-517-1036 (cell)

Programs/CPD/Activity Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (cell)

Membership Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (cell)

Young Engineer Trustee Colleen Konsavage, PE 614-758-3048 (cell) Ckonsav1@gmail.com

                    

Retired Engineers Trustee Bob Fuller, P.E. 614-880-9221 (h) barbarafuller6438@att.net

PEHE Trustee Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (cell) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

OSU - Student Chapter Liason Kayla Saggio, EI Kayla.saggio@gmail.com

Vice-President TBD

Science Day (District) Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

614-517-7864 (cell)

Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-486-4383 (w) jsullivan@msconsultants.com

614-561-5447 (cell)

Columbus Engineer  - Editor Howard Jones, PE 614-209-3289 (cell) hrjones63@yahoo.com

Engineers Week CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

Engineer For A Day Kayla Saggio, EI kayla.saggio@gmail.com

PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

S. Rao Chitikela, PE Vice-President S. Rao Chitikela, PE 412-310-9452 (cell) srao.chitikela@gmail.com

614-818-4900 (w)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614-519-8978 (cell) ben.brown@ibigroup.com

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (cell) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)

PEI Trustee Richard Smelker, PE 614-933-2236 (w) rdsmelker@aep.com

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)

Chapter Directory Zach Wedekind, EI zwedekind@gmail.com

Vice-President Colleen Konsavage, PE 614-758-3048 (cell) Ckonsav1@gmail.com

                    

Imagine Engineering Contest TBD

Auxiliary Trustee TBD

OSPE Director Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (cell) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

Constitution & By-Laws Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (cell) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

PEPP Trustee Greg Nortz, PE 614-790-0029 (cell) gregnortz@otiscoengineering.com

PEPP Trustee Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) Nabele@smeinc.com

614-746-7243 (cell)

PEC Trustee Ken Goodson, PE 614-443-1178 (w) kengoodson@hotmail.com

Revised 10.22.2022 - NDA

Colleen Konsavage, PE
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