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President’s Message 
By Benjamin Brown, P.E. – FCC President 

        

 As we complete the 2017-

2018 calendar year schedules, 

OSPE is sponsoring the 2018 

ALL Ohio Engineering 

Conference, June 14-16 at the 

Embassy Suites in Akron-

Canton Airport. Packages are 

available for family members 

as the professional engineer is 

able to attend seminars and get up to 12.5 

professional development hours (PDHs). This should 

be another great opportunity to meet the PE 

requirements, network with other engineers, and 

provide entertainment for you and your family.  

 

I would like to thank Desmond Cullimore, PE, BCEE 

for providing an overview of the key ethics rules 

affecting professional engineers under Ohio Law 

while also presenting examples of the procedures 

when engineers are faced with disciplinary action. 

This presentation and others like this are now 

required for professional development and we will 

continue to offer PDHs for professional ethics 

relevant to the practices of engineering in the future. 

Our next meeting will be a dinner meeting for 

Officers and Trustees Installation and our Chapter 

Awards. This will be May 23, 2018 at 7:00 PM at the 

La Scala Restaurant. 

 

We are always looking for new members, volunteers, 

and leaders as we continue to offer PDHs through our 

luncheons and pay it forward to our young 

professionals and students, starting with the Imagine 

Engineering Contest for 2nd graders to College 

students through the OSU OSPE Student Chapter. I 

would like to thank everyone for a great year and 

look forward to working with our newly elected 

officers in the 2018-2019 calendar years.  

 

 

 

OSPE-FCC May Dinner Program 

Officers/Trustee Installation 

Chapter Awards 
 

Date:  Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Place:  La Scala Restaurant 

            4199 W. Dublin Granville Rd.,  

            Dublin, OH 

Time:  Registration: 7:00 pm 

 

Come to the Installation and Awards dinner and 

support your newly elected officers and trustees 

being installed and congratulate the Chapter 

Award winners! 

 

Enjoy the entertainment being provided by 

Randall Reeder with his “Impersonation of Will 

Rogers”. 

 

Member and spouse are invited at no cost.  

 

Register by May 21, 2018.  

To Register: Visit fccospe.org. Pay at door or online 

at (www.fccospe.org).  No access to computer, 

contact Jim Arnold, 614-299-2133, to help with 

registration. 
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FCC Auxiliary May Meeting 
 

The Auxiliary to the Franklin County Chapter of 

OSPE will meet for a noon luncheon on Tuesday, 

May 8, 2018 at Scioto Country Club, 2196 Riverside 

Drive. 

 

Dr. Violet Meek will present a program entitled “Mr. 

Lincoln’s Newspaper. Why Did An Attorney and 

Politician Decide To Buy A Newspaper?” 

 

Barbara Fuller will give the invocation and lead the 

pledge of allegiance. The hostess is Ellen Rennick. 

Guests are welcome. For reservations call Agnes 

Benedict at 614-262-7346. 

 
 

Results FCC Judging  

Central District  

Science Day 
by Ken Heigel 

 

The Central District Science Day event was held on 

March 17 at Columbus State Community College. 

Projects devoted to any of the different engineering 

disciplines were eligible for the Franklin County 

Chapter awards. Grading was based on the 

knowledge achieved, effective use of the scientific 

method or engineering design process, clarity of 

expression, originality and creativity. Awards of 

$150, $100 and $50 were presented to our top three 

finishers. 

 

Twenty one (21) projects were graded. This year’s 

First Place Award went to Mamoudou Bah, a 

Sophomore at Cristo Rey Columbus High School. 

His project was titled “Wind Powered Car”. Our 

Second Place Award went to Umar Jara. Umar is a 

Senior at Gahanna Lincoln High School and his 

project was titled “Development of a Telepresence  

 

System to Visually Assist in Navigating an 

Underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle”. The Third 

Place Award went to Kyle Anders, a Senior at 

Gahanna Lincoln High School. His project was titled 

“Prototype Development of an Autonomous 

Underwater Vehicle for Invasive Pterois Removal in 

the Atlantic Ocean”. Thanks to the following 

judges;  Joe Sullivan, Kevin Wood, Frances Rourke, 

Richard Smelker, Kwashi Amoah, Steve Day, 

and Baba Yahaya. 

 

 
 

Franklin County Chapter Area 
 

Franklin County Chapter of the Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers is made up of more than 

Franklin County, it encompasses the following Ohio 

Counties: 

 

Delaware Co.  Madison Co. 

Fairfield Co.  Marion Co. 

Franklin Co.  Morrow Co. 

Hocking Co.  Muskingum Co. 

Knox Co.   Perry Co. 

Licking Co.  Union Co. 

 

Franklin County is one of the most active and largest 

Chapters in the Ohio Society of Professional 

Engineers. 
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Present and Future Plan  

For SPE @OSU 
By Harman Thind, President | Society of  

Professional Engineers at OSU 

 

SPE @OSU is a student chapter of the National 

Society of Professional Engineers at The Ohio State 

University. Our goal is to create an inclusive, cross-

major organization dedicated to interests of licensed 

professional engineers. 

 

At our past meeting, we discussed the importance to 

continue to develop a more direct relationship with 

the Franklin County Chapter of Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers. That being said, our 

leadership team would love to attend meetings to 

help FCCOSPE to stay in 

touch with our developments as well as to hear your 

thoughts directly. A live website is now active for 

anyone to be able to see our calendar of events, as 

well as information on how to join our organization. 

We have had a few volunteer opportunities for 

students such as a Habitat for Humanity event as well 

as a OSU Pay it Forward volunteer opportunity. 

 

In order to continue facilitating relationships with 

fellow engineering students, we are planning 

multiple professional development events as well as 

socials to engage current and new members for the 

upcoming year! 

 

Some notable events that are upcoming: Professor of 

Industrial Systems Engineering - Aimee Ulstad, PE 

to talk to our organization. 

 

 

We are continuously reaching out to local companies 

to potentially come in for information sessions to 

help jump start our members search for internships 

and full-time jobs. We would love to host any 

members of FCCOSPE that are interested in meeting 

with our members and talk about their experiences as 

engineers and their companies. Tim has been great 

with providing resources to enhance our student 

organization and we would love to make our 

relationship stronger. 

 

Moving forward, our main focus is to plan for the 

upcoming fall involvement fair and having events 

ready to attract the new members right away. We had 

issues with general members regularly attending and 

participating in organization events, but hope with a 

more clearly defined goal we can increase our 

numbers. 

 

We would be recruiting through additional 

information sessions, socials as well as potentially 

partnering with other established engineering 

groups. Additionally, our leadership team is planning 

a mentorship program with our members to 

implement as our flagship program next academic 

school year. The planning for this will continue 

throughout the summer to make it a great program 

for our new members. 

 

Our website is shown below: 

 

https://engineering.osu.edu/studentorgs/society-

professional-engineers-ohio-state-university 

 

You may visit the website to see our activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://engineering.osu.edu/studentorgs/society-professional-engineers-ohio-state-university
https://engineering.osu.edu/studentorgs/society-professional-engineers-ohio-state-university
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A History of Franklin County 

Chapter of Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers 
By Leon Winget, PH.D., P.E. 

 

Paraphrasing an old adage: “One does not know 

where one is going if one does not know where one 

has been.”  Hence I thought that it might be good to 

revisit where the Franklin County Chapter had been 

and its origin.  The following excerpts, greatly, from 

the “History of Franklin County Chapter Number 20; 

Ohio Society of Professional Engineers”, by Frank 

T. Geyer, P.E.  Mr. Geyer composed the history in 

1972.  He supplemented the history in 1976, covering 

the more current events of the time.  I would be 

remiss if I did not also include the late Mr. Frank 

Weimer P.E., who continued the history through the 

1990’s.  So I write this section in honor of Mr.’s 

Geyer and Weimer intense dedication to the Chapter.  

God bless them both. 

 

The sentences and phrases in quotes (“ “) are direct 

passages from Mr. Geyer’s history.  Most of the 

remainder is paraphrasing on my part.  I have not 

contributed any new data to this brief introduction of 

Franklin County Chapter (FCC). 

 

(The early years!)  “In the autumn of 1879, a group 

of county surveyors met to discuss the possibility of 

organizing an association.   A letter was sent to all 

county surveyors in the state describing the purpose 

and advantage of the organization.”  A convention of 

the county surveyors was held in Columbus in 

January 1880.   

 

Sometime previous to the 4th Annual Meeting 

convened in January 1883, the name of the 

association was designated “The Ohio Society of 

Surveyors and Civil Engineers.”  In January 1888, a 

separate group known as the “Columbus Engineering 

Society” was granted permission by the Ohio Society 

of Surveyors to meet under their own charter.  This 

organization later became known as the “Engineers 

Club of Columbus”. 

 

(Fast forward!)  “The first Engineering Registration 

Law in the U.S. was enacted by the Wyoming 

legislature in 1907. A similar law was adopted in 

Ohio in 1933.”   “The purpose of the law is: 

…to safeguard life, health, and property by requiring 

the registration of practicing Engineers, establish 

minimum qualifications for registration…”  The Law 

also included the means and needs of verifying the 

qualifications of the registrants. 

 

Following the enactment of the Ohio Law, a group of 

Columbus engineers recognized the need to identify 

registered profession engineers and organized a 

separate section known as the “Franklin County 

Society of Professional Engineers” affiliated with the 

new and growing National Society of Professional 

Engineers, located in Washington D.C.  The first 

recorded minutes available were in March 1936.  The 

section met monthly and performed the usual 

functions of a local chapter of a technical society.   

 

In April 1937, a resolution was proposed to the effect 

that the Franklin County Society of Professional  

Consulting  Engineers and  Scientists 
Offices Nationwide   terracon.com 

Kevin  M. Ernst, P.E., Office Manager 
Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com  

  800 Morrison  Road 
Gahanna OH 43230 

(614 )  328  5168     terracon.com/Columbus 
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Continued from Page - 4

Engineers disband and turn over their records and

funds to and combine with “The Engineers’ Club of

Columbus”. This resolution failed.

 

In June 1940, another resolution was proposed which 

was based on the report of a committee created in the 

summer of 1937 especially for this purpose.   The 

committee recommended the establishment of a 

Registered Engineers and Surveyors Section of the 

Engineers’ Club of Columbus.  This resolution was 

favorable to the membership and was tentatively 

accepted. 

 

Meanwhile the Engineers Club revised its 

constitution in October 1937, requiring all members 

to be registered.  They also created a separate section 

known as the Professional Engineers’ Section of the 

Club.  At that time there were 975 registered 

engineers in Franklin County.  The membership in 

the Engineers’ Club of Columbus was 266 of which 

208 were registered engineers. 

 

An OSPE Executive Session was held on October 

1940, to consider a resolution presented by the 

Franklin County Society of Professional Engineers.  

The resolution was favorably considered.  The 

Engineers’ Club of Columbus proposed that the FCC 

organized as separate group under the OSPE and be 

known as the Franklin County Chapter of OSPE.  

The interested parties accepted the proposal and thus 

“Franklin County Chapter of Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers” was brought into being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Save June 14-16, 2018, for CPD, networking 

and entertainment at the Embassy Suites Akron-

Canton Airport in North Canton, Ohio! 

  

 

All Ohio Engineering Conference 
 

The Ohio Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE) 

is proud to present a multiple-day conference filled 

with educational programs specifically designed for 

Ohio's Professional Engineers.  This conference, 

hosted by the OSPE Canton Regional Chapter 

features:  

 Welcome reception 

 12.5 CPD Hours 

 Technical Tour 

 Tour Packages for Family & Guests 

 Legislative Luncheon 

 Awards Luncheon  

 Presidents' Party & Installation Ceremony 

 Networking & Entertainment 

 30% Off for OSPE Members 

 Exhibits 

To register contact OSPE Office 614-223-1144. 
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    2017-2018 OFFICERS, TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Name Phone # (w) or (h) Cell Phone # E-mail Address
President Ben Brown, PE (614)-818-4900 x2067 (work) (614)-519-8978 (cell) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
Chapter Secretary Steve Wilson, PE (614)-933-2246 (w) (614)-832-5019 (c) sfwilson@aep.com
Treasurer Steve Day, PE (614)-876-7525 (w) (614)-531-2858 (c) lday1@columbus.rr.com
Past President Kevin Ernst, PE (614) 863-3113 (w) (614) 203-1199 (c) Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com
Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison (614)-328-5148 (w) (614)-313-3814 (c) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

NEW FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org
OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com
OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL
Charles Ohrstedt,PE Vice-President Charles Ohrstedt, PE (614)-937-1512 (c) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net

Programs/CPD/Activity Leon Winget, PhD, PE (614)-395-8249  (cell) lewinget@att.net

Membership Ron Eifert, PE (614)-885-4138 (home) roneifert@aol.com
(614)-315-9551 (c)

Young Engineer Trustee Vacant

Retired Engineers Trustee Ron Eifert, PE (614)-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com
(614)-315-9551 (c)

PEHE Trustee John Schrock schrock.28@osu.edu

Chapter Directory Steve Wilson, PE (614)-552-1714 (w) sfwilson@aep.com
(614)-832-5019 (cell)

Ken Heigel, PE Vice-President Ken Heigel, PE (614)-466-0257 (w) kheigel@owda.org

Science Day (District) Yogesh Rege, PE (614)-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com
(304)-951-7874 (c)

Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE (614)-486-4383 (w) joe.sullivan@stantec.com
(614)-561-5447 (c)

Columbus Engineer Editor Howard Jones, PE (614)-209-3289 (h) hrjones63@yahoo.com
(614)-209-3289 (c)

Engineers Week Luncheon CR Weaver, PE (614)-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov
(614)-946-2961 (h)

Engineer For A Day Charles Ohrstedt (614)-937-1512 (c) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net

PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE (614)-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov
(614)-946-2961 (h)

Tim McCarthy, PE Vice-President Tim McCarthy, PE (614)-247-1561 (w) mccarthy.226@osu.edu
(614)-670-1175 (c)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE (614)-519-8978 (cell) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
(614)-519-8978 (c)

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE (740)-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com
(614)-537-7660 (c)

Legislative Steve Day, PE (614)-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
(614)-531-2858 (c)

PEI Trustee Tina Sutermeister, PE (740)-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com
(614)-537-7660 (c)

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE (614)-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
(614)-531-2858 (c)

Vacant Vice-President

Imagine Engineering Contest Devon Seal, PE (614)-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com
(614)-208-6986 (c)

Auxiliary Trustee Barbara Fuller (614)-880-9221 (h) bfulle@columbus.rr.com

OSPE Director Kevin Ernst, PE (614)-863-3113 (w) Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com
(614) 203-1199 (c)

Constitution & By-Laws Devon Seal, PE (614)-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com
(614)-208-6986 (c)

OSU SPE Student Chap Lias Ken Heigel, PE (614)-466-0257 (w) kheigel@owda.org

Tim McCarthy, PE, Co-Chair (614)-247-1561 (w) mccarthy.226@osu.edu
(614)-670-1175 (c)

PEPP Trustee Vacant

PEC Trrustee Yogesh Rege, PE (614)-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com
(304)-951-7874 (c)

Revised 2/28/2018  _hrj
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Revised 5/7/2018

2018 CALENDAR

Jan. 9 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Jan. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer
Jan. 18 11:30a.m. Program: ODOT I-71 & 36/37 Interchange – Steve Fellenger
Feb. 13 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Feb. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer
Feb. 10 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @ CSCC
Feb. 19-25 National Engineers Week (see www.eweek.org)
Feb. 22 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Engineer for a Day Program
Feb. 22 11:30 a.m. Program: E-Week Luncheon
Mar. 10 8:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Ohio Mathcounts Competition (OSPE, see www.ohioengineer.com)
Mar. 13 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Mar. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer
Mar. 15 11:30a.m. Program: Smart Cities – Mandy Bishop, PE
Mar. 17 District Science Day @ CSCC
Apr. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
Apr. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer
Apr. 19 11:30a.m. Program: Engineering Ethics – Desmond Cullimore, PE, BCEE
May 8 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Korda/Nemeth
May 16 5:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer
May 18 11:30 a.m. Chapter Officer Installation/ Awards Luncheon
July (TBA) FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced

Korda/Nemeth Address: 1650 Watermark Drive #2 Columbus OH 43215

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?

FCC-OSOE President E-mail & Phone: ben.brown@ibigroup.com (614) 519-8978
OSPE-FCC WEBSITE www.fccospe.org
OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com
NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org
To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com (614) 519-8978
To volunteer to help with Science Day:
To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: mccarthy.226@osu.edu (614) 247-1561
To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: devon_seal@gspnet.com (614) 221-0678
FCC Luncheons / Programs: lewinget@att.net (614) 552-1697
New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com (614) 223-1144
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