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Columbus Engineer
               Franklin County Chapter

        A chapter chartered by the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers.

P.O. Box 69                                                                                                     
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-0069

            
             S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE, PEng, F.ASCE

            FCC President

February has been 
invaluable and successful on
the Board scheduled
activities. 

We THANK YOU, the 
Regional MATHCOUNTS Chairs Mr. Joseph 
Bolzenius, PE, PS, (& Family!), and Mr. Ben Brown, 
PE, and other unwavering, rather unlimited-
volunteering members Tina Sutermeister, F.NSPE, 
Howard Jones, F.NSPE, and Steve Day, F.NSPE, for 
the invaluable support towards making-sure of 
success of the MATHCOUNTS-program!! The 
Franklin County chapter - OSPE volunteering is 
invaluable in effectively conducting the societally-
supporting science & engineering activities. 
Moreover, those young math minds with their swift 
talents, and we the volunteers bringing those young 

talent to fruition, just reflects on our core 
values of Pledge of Allegiance - "I pledge allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America, and to 
the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. (4 
USC §4)" - and proudly reminiscence the Engineer-
Astronaut and Col. David R. Scott giving military-
salute to the U.S. flag during the 1971-Moonwalk. 
The next (near-future) moon-landing would just be
the saga of engineering-generations!!

THANK YOU to the Retired Engineers Trustee, Bob 
Fuller, PE, arranging a great visit & tour of the 
WATERSHED DISTILLERY (in Columbus OH), 
where we learned on distillery operations and 
firsthand-noticing of how hard it is to be successfully
supporting the local economies and including 
playing a critical role in the circular-economies! 

The Engineers-Week (E-week) program is all set 
to be successful (since this note is written ahead of 
the event) and in that new membership and 
prospective-members are joining on the event.

As indicated in my last note, Mr. Tim McCarthy, PE,
is now busy making arrangements for the Imagine 
Engineering Contest. Ms. Tina Sutermeister working 
fulltime reviewing, verifying, and finalizing various 
Chapter awards and citations. The Franklin County 
Chapter - OSPE requests on the forthcoming 
volunteers-volunteers-volunteers of the 
membership-by-large, and towards enjoying the 
engineering-accomplishments.

A Thank You to The Patrons for their continued 
support to the Franklin County Chapter - OSPE!
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OSPE-FCC March
Luncheon Program

Date:  Thursday, March 6, 2025
Place:  Hickory House
550 Officecenter Pl., Gahanna, OH 43230
Time:  Registration: 11:30 am
Lunch: 11:50 am
Speaker: 12:00 pm
Closing Remarks: 1:00 pm
Cost: Members: $25.00 & Non-Members: $35.00.

    SPE@OSU Students: $10.00
Registration: Visit www.fccospe.org. Register on-
line with debit/credit card, pay by check or cash at 
the door.  No access to a computer, contact Steve 
Day, at 614-876-7525, to help with registration.

The Duty to Act

Abstract: The focus is on the duty to report 
misconduct, a situation and perspective on the 
appropriate courses of action when applicable 
authorities refuse to act, and a cutting-edge case 
involving the tension between the duty to one's 
employer and the duty to dissent.

Learning Objectives:
1.    Participants will be able to recognize 

misconduct and the duty to report.
2.   Participants will be able to recognize when they 

have a duty to escalate.
3. Participants will be able to evaluate alternative 

approaches when seeking to balance the tension 
between duty to the employer/client and the duty to 
dissent.

Presenter: Travis L. Rhoades, 
P.E., Principal, Civil & 
Environmental Consultants, 
Inc.

Biography: Mr. Rhoades is the 
Transportation Practice Lead 

bringing over 23 years of 
experience in transportation engineering. His career 
highlights include contributions to major projects 
like the US 24 "Fort to Port" project and the SR 64 
Maumee River Crossing in Waterville, OH. He 
specializes in the design, analysis, and inspection of 
bridges and highway structures. After earning his 
Professional Engineer license in 2008, he briefly 
explored landfill engineering before returning to his 
passion for roadways and bridges. A dedicated 
professional, he serves on state and national boards 
within the NSPE federation, advocating for ethics 
and the value of licensure. Outside of work, he 
enjoys traveling with his wife Elizabeth, attending 
Broadway musicals, exploring history, and 
collecting board games.

A certificate for 1 hour of Professional Development for
attending the program will be emailed to the attendee
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Welcome New Members of 
the Franklin County Chapter

New FCC-OSPE members added from the NSPE 
Database from December 6, 2024 through February 
12, 2025 are:

Members:
Erin Eberts, PE
Jeyaruby (Ruby) Ragavan, PE

Student Members:
      David Yeremenko

Welcome these new Members to
FCC-OSPE!!
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Top Scoring Teams Top Scoring Mathletes (not on a Top 5 Team)
1st - Dublin Grizzell MS Srivaibav Namilike (Dublin Eversole)
2nd - Olentangy Liberty MS Sarah Zhang (Dublin Eversole)
3rd - Olentangy Shanahan MS Darin McCormick (Kilbourne)
4th - Columbus Academy Beomjin Kim (Dublin Karrer)
5th -Olentangy Orange MS Belinda Zhu (Olentangy Liberty)

Bennett Kale (New Albany)
Teams Not advancing to State: Dheeraj Vudathala (Olentangy Berlin)
6th - Hastings MS Anbu Adaikappan (Olentangy Berlin)
7th - Dublin Karrer MS Krish Gowda (Dublin Eversole)
8th - Olentangy Hyatts MS Charlie Wu (Dublin Karrer)

Top Scoring Mathletes Countdown Round Winners
1. Henry Lu (Dublin Grizzell) 1. Henry Lu (Dublin Grizzel)
2. Srivaibav Namilike (Dublin Eversole) 2. Nazim Akkaya (Olentangy Shanahan)
3. Sarah Zhang (Dublin Eversole) 3. Siyuan Zheng (Dublin Grizzel)
4. Darin McCormick (Kilbourne MS) 4. Sphie Jiang (Dublin Grizzel)

Competition Date: 2/8/25
Location: Columbus State Community College
Sponsor: Franklin County Chapter OSPE
                   (Ohio Society of Professional Engineers)
Regional MATHCOUNTS Coordinator: Ben Brown, PE

2025 Franklin County Chapter Regional Competition Results

Teams and Individuals advancing to State Competition of March 15, 2025:
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Revised – 2.24.2025 - dmm

2024-2025 CALENDAR

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION
Aug. 23 5:00 p.m. Deadline for September Columbus Engineer

Sept. 5 11:30 a.m. CPD Program: Title: “Improving Public Health Outcomes through Research
and Teaching Innovations” - Presenter: Prof. Allison MacKay

Sept. 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Sept. 11 5:00 p.m. Deadline for October Columbus Engineer
Sept. 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting

Oct. 3 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  NO PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER
Oct. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Oct. 17 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer

Nov. 7-8 EFO Fall CPD Conference
Nov. 12 5:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Nov. 14 11:30 a.m. CPD Program: Title: “Construction Bidding from a Contractor’s Perspective”

- Presenter:  Mark Setterlin
Nov. 14 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer

Dec. 5 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer
Dec. 5 11:30 a.m. CPD Program: Title: “Recreation and Parks Department – WE NEED YOUR

HELP!!!”: - Presenter: James Miller, Section Manager, City of Columbus
Dec. 9 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EFO December Seminar
Dec. 9 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Dec. 20 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting

Jan. 9 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: “Engineering Lessons Learned from a Natural Disaster”
- Presenter: Angela R. Newland, P.E., F.NAPE

Jan. 14 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual
Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for E-Week Luncheon Flyer
Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer

Feb. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: No Program

Feb. 8 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @CSCC

Feb. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual

Feb. 13 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer

Feb. 16-22 National Engineer’s Week

Feb. 20 11:00 a.m. Program: E-Week Luncheon – Location: Villa Milano Banquet & Conference
Center

Mar. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: Title: “The Duty to Act” - Presenter: Travis L. Rhoades, PE,
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Mar. 11 Attend Central Ohio STEM Expo @ Nationwide & OH Farm Bureau 4-H
Center, Columbus

Mar. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Kimley-Horn:  7965 North High Street, Suite 200,
Columbus, Ohio. and Virtual

Mar. 13 5:00 P.M. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer

Mar. 13-15 Engineer’s Leadership Institute (ELI) - Virtual

Mar. 15 8:15 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Ohio MATHCOUNTS Competition @CSCC

Mar. 15 District Science Day @CSCC
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2024-2025 CALENDAR 
Continued

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION
Apr. 3 11:30 a.m. CPD Program: Title: “Growth in Delaware County and How Delco Water is

Supporting It” - Presenter: Darrell Miller, PE
Apr. 4 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting
Apr. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Kimley-Horn and Virtual 
Apr. 10 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer
Apr. TBD TBD Legislative Day

May 1 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: Title: - Presenter: 
May 10 – 13 National MATHCOUNTS Competition
May 13 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Kimley-Horn and Virtual
May 15 12:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer
May 22 6:30 p.m. Chapter Officer Installation & Awards Dinner – Location: TBD

June 5 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: Title: - Presenter:
June 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Kimley-Horn and Virtual 

June 12 5:00 p.m. Deadline for July Columbus Engineer

June 12-13 All Ohio Engineering Conference

June 14 EFO/OSPE Annual Meetings & Awards Luncheon

June 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting

July TBD TBD FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced

THE MARCH FCC BOARD MEETING 
will be held at: 
Kimley-Horn

 7965 North High Sreet, Suite 200, 
Columbus, Ohio 43235

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?

FCC-OSPE President E-mail & Phone: rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com (614) 818-4900
FCC-OSPE WEBSITE www.fccospe.org
OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com
NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org
To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: ben.brown@ibigroup.com (614) 519-8978
To volunteer to help with Science Day: baba.yahaya@terracon.com (614) 328-5209
To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: TBD
To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net (614) 670-1175
FCC Luncheons / Programs: ddoherty@cecinc.com (614) 359-6321
New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com (614) 223-1144
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 2024-2025 OFFICERS,
           TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

TITLE NAME PHONE # (w) or (h) MOBILE # EMAIL ADRESS
President S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE 614-818-4900 (w) 412-310-9452 (m) rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com
Vice President Derek Kiss, PE DerekCKiss@gmail.com
Vice President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com
Chapter Secretary Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gmail.com
Treasurer Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (m) lday1@columbus.rr.com
Past President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE, PMP 614-389-4132 (w) 773-517-1036 (m) mehrdadrowhanipe@gmail.com
Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-328-5148 (w) 614-313-3814 (m) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org
OSPE

OSPE Director Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) 614-746-7243 (m) Nabele@smeinc.com
OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer, PE 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com
OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure (ret., part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com
JoAnn Finke (part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-EFO) admin@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL

Derek Kiss, PE Vice-President Derek Kiss, PE DereCKiss@gmail.com

Programs/CPD/Activity Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty2000@aol.com
                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (m)

Membership Richard Irwin 614-885-9016 (h) richirwin614@gmail.com

Young Engineer Trustee Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gamil.com

Retired Engineers Trustee Bob Fuller, P.E. 614-886-2020 (m) barbarafuller6438@att.net
614-880-9221 (h)

PEHE Trustee S. Rao Chitikela, PE 412-310-9452 (m) srao.chitikela@gmail.com
Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

OSU - Student Chapter Liason TBD
Science Day (District) Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

614-517-7864 (m)
Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-898-7100 (w) jsullivan@msconsultants.com

614-561-5447 (m)
Columbus Engineer  - Editor Howard Jones, PE, F.NSPE 614-209-3289 (m) hrjones63@yahoo.com

614-209-3289 (h)
Engineers Week CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)
Engineer For A Day TBD

PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

Eric Bates, PE Vice-President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614-818-4900 (w) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
614-519-8978 (m)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Joseph Bolzenius, PE, PS 614-354-4933 (h) joseph.bolzenius@hotmail.com
614-441-4222 (m)

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (m) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com
740-964-0828 (h)

Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
614-531-2858 (m)

PEI Trustee Richard Smelker, PE 614-552-1697 (w) rdsmelker@aep.com
614-267-9610 (m)

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
614-531-2858 (m)

Chapter Directory Zach Wedekind, EI zwedekind@gmail.com

Imagine Engineering Contest Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

Auxiliary Trustee TBD

OSPE Director Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) Nabele@smeinc.com
614-746-7243 (m)

Constitution & By-Laws Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

PEPP Trustee Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) Nabele@smeinc.com
614-746-7243 (m)

PEPP Trustee Greg Nortz, PE 614-790-0029 (m) gregnortz@otiscoengineering.com

PEC Trustee Ken Goodson, PE 380-900-8315 (w) kengoodson@hotmail.com
220-228-2192 (m)
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