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President’s Message 
                              By Kevin Ernst, P.E. – FCC President 

 

As we take a break in our 

activities for the summer, I 

congratulate and welcome our 

newly elected Chapter 

President, Ben Brown, P.E., 

and the other officers whose bios are presented later 

in the newsletter! Thanks to those who joined us on 

May 18th for the Chapter’s Officer 

Installation/Awards luncheon. Ben will be providing 

more information about our 2017 – 2018 season in 

September’s Columbus Engineer. It’s not too late to 

sign up for the 2017 All Ohio Engineering 

Conference which is being held  

June 15-17 at the Columbus Airport Marriott.  

Attendees can earn up to 12.5 Continuing 

Professional Development hours. The conference 

will feature a welcome 

reception, a technical 

tour, tour packages 

for guests, practice 

division breakfast, 

OSPE and EFO 

annual meetings of the members, an awards 

luncheon, a legislative luncheon (separate 

registration is required), the President’s Party and 

Installation Ceremony, and networking and 

entertainment. OSPE members will enjoy a 30% 

registration discount and Enterprise members will 

enjoy a 50% discount! There are also sponsorship 

and exhibiting opportunities still available by calling 

OSPE at (614) 223-1144. I’ll see you at the 

conference!  ~ Kevin 

 

FCC 2017-2018 Elected  

Officers & Trustees 
Benjamin Brown, PE - 

President 

Ben graduated OSU, worked 

a few years in Ohio and later 

moved to Chicago. He 

received his PE license in 

Illinois and was active with 

the ISPE Chicago Chapter.  In 

order to be closer to family, 

he moved back to Ohio in 2005. Ben has served as 

FCC vice president and as the Regional Math Counts 
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Co-Chair.  He believes in service work and is grateful 

to give back.  Ben is also a member of the Columbus 

Engineers Club, as a senior trustee.  He currently 

works with IBI Group as a Highway Engineer. 

 

Kevin Monroe, EI - Vice President 

Kevin Monroe, EI.  Two years on 

the board with the Southwest 

Ohio Chapter. President was 

Tony Grgas and a long time 

Southwest Ohio Chapter board 

member, past-president, F.NSPE 

acting as senior advisor was John 

Banton. Recent history: 

 1 year (2014-2015) – Secretary with the 

Southwest Ohio Chapter.   

 1 year (2015-2016) – President elect with the 

Southwest Ohio Chapter. 

 Moved to Columbus around April, 2016.   

 7 months (Oct. 2016-2017) – Ohio State 

student chapter liaison.  Parent chapter is 

FCC. 

Yogesh Rege, PE – Vice President 

Yogesh S. Rege, PE – is 

Principal, and Geotechnical 

Dept. Manager for Terracon’s 

Columbus, Ohio Office.  In 

addition to his management and 

mentoring skills, he is also 

responsible for project 

management of geotechnical 

projects, correlation, development and analysis of 

geotechnical engineering data in accordance with 

established professional standards; preparation of 

detailed reports based on geotechnical engineering 

principles and laboratory test results incorporating 

these principles into the design and analysis of 

shallow and deep foundations; slope stability and 

settlement analysis; landslide evaluation and 

correction measures; design of temporary and 

permanent earth retention wall systems and design of 

flexible and rigid pavement systems; soil-structure 

interaction; analysis of  groundwater and seepage 

related problems; geotechnical applications with 

geosynthetics. 

 

Charles Ohrstedt, PE – Vice President 

 

Ken Heigel, PE – Vice President 

Ken J. Heigel, PE, Chief Program Officer.  Ken has 

served as the Chief Program Officer since January of 

2015 and as the Chief Engineer for the Ohio Water 

Development Authority since March of 2003. He has 

over 30 years of experience in the water and 

wastewater industry in the areas of design, 

construction, and funding. Mr. Heigel has a 

Bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering and a 

Master's degree in Business Administration from the 

University of Dayton.  He is a licensed professional 

engineer in the State of Ohio. 

 

Steven F. Wilson, PE – Secretary 

 

L. Steve Day, PE – Treasurer-Elect 

 

John Schrock, PE - PEHE 

John Schrock, PE, is a Senior 

Lecturer at The Ohio State 

University with the 

Department of Engineering 

Education (EED).  With a 

background in both Industrial 

and Civil engineering, he 

worked for 7 years in Columbus with a small 

consulting engineering firm focusing on water and 

wastewater systems, and asset management, for 

public projects.  Now in his 4th year of teaching, 

John focuses on student engagement through the 

first-year engineering program, is a vocal leader in 

diversity and inclusion, and emphasizes bringing 

real-world experiences to the classroom.  He is also 

involved with numerous student groups and local 

community efforts, with a passion for leveraging 

resources to provide opportunities for under-

privileged individuals. 

2



___________________________________   Columbus Engineer   ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________                  ____________________________________________ 
                            

 

2017 FCC-OSPE Professional 

Engineering Management 

Award 
Recipient:  Joseph (Joe) Bolzenius, P.E., P.S., 

LEED AP 

The Franklin County Chapter of OSPE’s (FCC-

OSPE) Professional Engineering Management 

Award recognizes leadership, organizational, and 

management skills in an engineering environment. 

The award recipient shall be an active member in 

FCC-OSPE and emphasis is placed on continuous 

management of engineering projects over an 

extended period of time. The 2017 FCC-OSPE 

Professional Engineering Management award 

recipient is Joe Bolzenius, P.E., P.S., LEED AP. 

Joe is a Professional Engineer/Executive with 30 

years of proven experience in business development, 

management of projects and personnel, technical 

knowledge and project quality control.  Throughout 

his Engineering career, Joe has been a role model for 

other Engineers and Executives by displaying 

exemplary leadership, organizational, and 

management skills in all Engineering positions that 

he has held. 

 

 

 

Joe is currently Ohio Director of Transportation at 

Patrick Engineering, Inc. where he is responsible for 

all transportation-related activities (includes 

highways, bridges and rail projects) in the Ohio 

region as well as he is responsible for business 

development, project management, and building of 

the Columbus Office of Patrick Engineering.  Prior 

to joining Patrick Engineering, Inc. in November of 

2012, Joe was Vice President at Dynotec, Inc. where 

he was responsible for the advancement of the firm 

by improving company image, increasing the 

number of clients and managing numerous projects 

in transportation planning, design, and 

surveying.  Preceding Joe’s 8 years of experience at 

Dynotec, Inc, Joe was the Project Manager and office 

Manager for Jacobs Civil, Inc. for 4 years and Joe 

started his Civil Engineering career at Resource 

International, Inc. for 13 years, where he served as a 

Project Engineer before being promoted to Director 

of Design Services. 

From early on in his career, Joe has supported the 

need for Professional Engineering licensing. Joe is 

currently a Professional Engineer in 6 states (Ohio, 

Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Indiana and 

Michigan) as well as a Professional Surveyor in 

Ohio.  Joe earned his Bachelor of Science in Civil 

Engineering at The Ohio State University in March 

of 1987. He is certified as a project manager through 

training at Jacobs and at Patrick’s in-house training 

programs and believes that training in project 

management is an on-going experience. 
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2017 FCC-OSPE Outstanding 

Engineering Achievement 

Award US 23-Pennsylvania 

Avenue Improvement Project  

(From left to right): Tom Hibbard, P.E., ms consultants, 

inc. - Project Manager, Roadway Engineering; Tina 

Sutermeister, P.E., Awards Chairperson; Chad Green 

- City of Delaware, Project Engineer and Jessica Omeroid 

-  City of Delaware, Project Engineer 

 

2017 FCC-OSPE Meritorious 

Service Award  
Recipient:  Devon E. Seal, P.E. 

 

The Franklin County Chapter of OSPE’s (FCC-

OSPE) Meritorious Service Award is presented on 

the basis of service to OSPE at both, the Chapter and  

 

the state levels and for outstanding contributions to 

the goals and objectives of OSPE. The award 

recipient shall be an active member in FCC-OSPE 

and emphasis is placed on continuous meritorious 

service over an extended period of time.  The 2017 

FCC-OSPE Meritorious Service award recipient is 

Devon E. Seal, P.E.   

Devon is the Immediate Past President of the 

Engineer’s Foundation of Ohio and has served in 

various leadership roles within OSPE.  Her  

 

leadership roles at the state level include terms as 

OSPE’s Vice President of Education, Treasurer, 

Young Engineer Representative, Professional 

Engineers in Private Practice Chair, and a member of 

the committee for OSPE’s continuing professional 

development conference and annual meeting. 

Devon’s leadership roles with OSPE’s Franklin 

County Chapter include President, Treasurer, and 

Editor of the chapter newsletter. She currently chairs 

the chapter’s Constitution and Bylaws committee 

and is the chairperson for the Imagine Engineering 

Coloring Contest.   Devon has outstanding 

contributions at the Chapter and State level and is an   

extremely worthy recipient for the 2017 FCC-OSPE 

Meritorious Service Award.  

Devon is a Professional Engineer who joined 

Gresham, Smith and Partners in 2003.  She is a 

chemical engineer and environmental consultant 

with extensive experience in regulatory compliance 

consulting; auditing; stormwater pollution 

prevention; spill prevention planning; aircraft deicer 

management planning and design; environmental 

site assessments; and environmental management 

system implementation. She has worked with clients 

across the Midwest, the U.S. and Europe.  Devon 

was promoted to Associate in 2009, Senior Associate 

in 2016, and was recently promoted to a partner for 

Gresham, Smith and Partners. 

4



___________________________________   Columbus Engineer   ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________                  ____________________________________________ 
                            

Devon earned her Bachelor of Science in Chemical 

Engineering at The Ohio State University and also,  

earned a Master’s in Business Administration 

(MBA) also from The Ohio State University.  After 

graduating from the Ohio State University, Devon 

served as a Peer Mentor to female Engineering 

students as part of the Women in Engineering 

program.  Devon is also active throughout her 

community as she participates as a volunteer in a 

local British Brass Band, sings in her Church choir, 

and volunteers at a local Food Pantry/Free Store. 

 
 

2017 FCC-OSPE Uncommon 

Engineer Award  
Recipient:  Chris R. (CR) Weaver, P.E. 

 

The Franklin County Chapter of OSPE’s (FCC-

OSPE) Uncommon Engineer Award recognizes the 

distinguished service to the engineering profession; 

devotion and commitment to OSPE and the Franklin 

County chapter; high standards of professionalism; 

and guidance in the role of 

a team player.  The award 

recipient must be a registered 

PE and must be a member in 

good standing with 

OSPE.  The 2017 FCC-OSPE 

Uncommon Engineer award 

recipient is CR Weaver, P.E.   

 

CR is a Professional Engineer with over 10 years of 

experience in water and storm water issues. CR is 

currently Engineer II for the City of Columbus in the 

Division of Water and is responsible for performing 

water quality analyses, evaluation of drinking water 

processes, and he manages Capital Improvement 

Project teams to address regulatory requirements and 

Best Management Practices (BMPs).  Prior to 

joining the City of Columbus in 2013,  CR was an 

Engineer at Gresham, Smith and Partner where he 

provided consulting services specializing in deicing-

impacted stormwater treatment systems, green 

infrastructure, and stormwater management for 

Airport Authorities.  CR is a licensed Professional 

Engineer in Ohio and earned his Bachelor of Science 

in Civil Engineering in December of 2008, his 

Master of Science in Civil Engineering in December 

of 2010, and is currently working on a PhD in 

Environmental Engineering – all at The Ohio State 

University. 

   

He has been active in the past several years with the 

Franklin County Chapter of the Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers (FCC-OSPE).  Most 

recently, he has served as Vice President of FCC- 

OSPE and as Chapter Chair for the Engineer’s Week 

Committee.  Previous elected positions that CR has 

held are FCC-OSPE Secretary and FCC-OSPE PEG 

(Professional Engineers in Government) 

Trustee.  CR has also held the following chair 

positions for the Franklin County Chapter of 

OSPE:  EFAD Chairperson and Regional Science 

Day Chairperson.   While on the Board, CR also 

spent countless hours reaching out to OSU faculty 

and staff to gauge their thoughts on the re-creation of 

the OSU Student Chapter.  CR has also volunteered 

at two of our largest educational programs:  Imagine 

Engineering and MATHCounts. 
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2017 FCC-OSPE Outstanding 

Engineering Student Award 
 Recipient:  James Gaitan 

 

The Franklin County Chapter of OSPE’s (FCC-

OSPE) Outstanding Engineering Student Award  is 

presented to an engineering student in the Franklin 

County Chapter area from an ABET accredited Ohio 

engineering school based on scholastic achievement, 

participation in professional, technical, and other 

extracurricular activities.  

The 2017 FCC-OSPE’s 

Outstanding Engineering 

Student award recipient is 

James Gaitan, a senior Civil 

Engineering student at the 

Ohio State University.  His 

GPA is above 3.9 in the OSU 

Department of Civil 

Engineering Undergraduate program and his GPA 

for last term was 4.0.  James has supplemented his 

OSU course work with both, engineering work 

experience and research project experience.  He 

started conducting research in December of 2014 in 

the area of collapse experiments and computer 

modeling and analysis of a masonry structure.  He 

has also been involved in modeling a four story 

building with a basement using SAP2000 software to 

determine the displacements, stresses and strains at 

different locations in the building.  He compared his 

analysis results with the data measured during 

experiments.  He continues to improve and work on 

updating the model.  

James has also given an oral presentation at the 

ASCE Geotechnical and Structural Engineering 

Conference in Phoenix, Arizona in February of 2016.  

He applied for the OSU Academic Enrichment Grant 

and received sufficient funding to travel to the ASCE 

Conference. 

 

Since the beginning of 2016, James has been 

working on the development of a database for repair,  

retrofit or strengthening of reinforced concrete 

columns and beams.  He has worked with a Visiting 

Professor at OSU and a Graduate Student to 

synthesize and analyze the collected experimental 

data.  He has a research plan and has developed a 

prototype model synthesis tables that will be 

populated the next two semesters.  He plans to write 

an Honors Research Thesis and graduate with 

distinction. 

 

James is currently Vice President of the Structural 

Engineering Association of Ohio (SEAoO) Student 

Chapter at OSU and is Secretary of the OSU Student 

Chapter of Tau Beta Pi, honorary society. James is 

also currently the Ohio Valley Student Committee 

chair of the American Society of Civil Engineers 

(ASCE) and is a member of the Society of Hispanic 

Professional Engineers.  James is also a member of 

Tau Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi and Kappa Theta 

Epsilon.  James has already realized the importance 

of the Professional Engineers license in his field of 

engineering and has applied to take the 

Fundamentals of Engineering exam this spring, prior 

to his graduation from OSU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016-2017 CALENDAR 

 

July (TBA) 

FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced 
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Franklin County Chapter Area 
 

Franklin County Chapter of the Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers is made up of more than Franklin 

County, it encompasses the following Ohio Counties: 

Delaware Co.  Madison Co. 

Fairfield Co.  Marion Co. 

Franklin Co.  Morrow Co. 

Hocking Co.  Muskingum Co. 

Knox Co.   Perry Co. 

Licking Co.  Union Co. 

 

Franklin County is one of the most active and largest 

Chapters in the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers. 

 

Below is a map of the Franklin County Chapter Area 

2016-2017 Program Summary 
By Leon Winget, PE, PhD 

We have now wrapped-up another great and exciting 

year of diverse programs.  Our luncheon programs 

and the Columbus Engineer (CE) are important 

avenues to inform our members of recent and new 

developments in engineering and science related to 

engineering principles. Our programs allow our 

members to earn one CPD for each session for a total 

of six CPD’s each FY.  The programs must be 

directed toward technology, ethics/rules or 

management. Thanks to the many who contributed to 

our potential programs, and a very special thanks to 

Devon Seal, Kevin Ernst and Bill Lhota.   

Our 2016-2017 luncheon program was kicked-off 

with a great presentation by Mr. John Greenhalge, 

Executive Director of the Ohio State Board of 

Registration for Professional Engineers and 

Surveyors.  Mr. Greenhalge presentation was a very 

detail explanation of our responsibilities as 

professional engineers and the future changes in 

requirements for licensing. 

For our October program Devon suggested the topic 

“Rope Technology”. Not new, rope technology has 

been used in spelunking, inspecting high-rise 

buildings and even the Washington Monument.  The 

speaker, Mike Seal, did an outstanding job 

explaining the use of rope technology in the 

inspection of highway bridges and the many 

advantages over other technologies, which required 

diverting traffic. 
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In November, Brian Davidson, PE, discussed the  

Northside Mega Fix. The Northside Mega Fix 

includes the FRA-23 Trench project, extending from 

Wilson Bridge Road in Worthington, north to 

Lazelle Road.  The construction reconfigured two of 

the ramps at the I-270/US23 interchange. Brian 

discussed the SR 315/I-270 interchange which will 

be reconfigured to provide a separate eastbound I-

270 ramp to US23 crossing over the SR 315 NB 

ramp, as well as provide a new SR 315 SB flyover 

ramp to I-270 EB.   

Kevin suggested two topics and attained the 

speakers: 1) -OSU North Residential District 

Transformation, speaker Jon Beier. The OSU 

campus project included concrete framed buildings, 

steel framed building and additions to existing 

towers.  Technical issues covered, besides a great 

example of project management, were soil 

conditions, demolition, utilities, steel structure, pile 

and lagging walls, and bearing on rock verses non-

rock. 2) - Geophysical Applications and Project 

Examples, speaker Kyle Shalek, PhD.  Dr. Shalek 

discussed key geophysical methods that include 

seismic, ground penetrating radar, and electrical 

resistivity. The project examples touched on site 

characterization, buried object locating, marine 

surveying, and deep foundation testing. 

Bill suggested the contact for our tour of the Center 

of Auto Research Center.  Dr. Rizzoni presented the 

development of the Buckeye Bullet, the fastest 

electric propelled vehicle. Dr. Rizzoni discussed the 

prospects of the electric vehicle in the coming years  

and the development of future batteries.  The 

batteries were place in trays of 7 units per tray, four 

trays for both the rear wheel drive and front wheel 

drive.  After the presentation, the members toured the 

OSU car facilities where the Buckeye Bullet is 

housed.  The program ran from 12:00 noon to 

1:15pm, and most of our members stayed for the 

entire presentation and tour. 

As engineers we need to know what was learned in 

the past, what we are learning in the present, and 

what we can expect in the future and beyond.  For the 

past, we are looking at some of the design problems, 

the engineer encountered in the building of the canal 

systems in Ohio and the many earthen dams required 

for storing sufficient water to operate the canal 

system.  Many of the earthen dams still exist and 

need refurbishing. Also in the past, we are looking at 

the problems the engineer had erecting the covered 

bridges. In the present, we will be looking at projects 

ongoing to maintaining our transportation system.  3-

D printing is coming on strong and even 4-D.  If 

anyone has a good presenter on the 3-D technology, 

please let us know.  In the future, we need to learn 

more about the obstacles to self-driving cars, and 

robotic enhancement of engineering design and 

build.  Other upcoming potential concepts, to 

challenge the engineer, are the Smart Grid and 

further out the Smart City. Should you have input or 

know anyone who would be an excellent presenter 

on any future engineering concepts, please let us 

know. 
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2016-2017 OFFICERS,
TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE

CHAIRS
Name Phone # (w) or (h) Cell Phone # E-mail Address

President Kevin Ernst, PE 614-863-3113 (w) 614-203-1199 (cell) kevin.ernst@terracon.com
Chapter Secretary Steve Wilson, PE 614-933-2246 (w) 614-832-5019 (cell) sfwilson@aep.com
Treasurer Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (cell) lday1@columbus.rr.com
Past President Paul F. Junk, PE, PS 740-363-4462 (h) 740-972-1915 (cell) pjunkk1@columbus.rr.com
Administrative Assistant Nancy Mergel 614-863-3134 (h) 614-863-3134 (fax) OSPEFCC@aol.com

NEW FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org
OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com
OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL
Ben Brown, PE President-Elect Ben Brown, PE 614-519-8978 (cell)

Programs/CPD/Activity Leon Winget, PhD, PE 614-395-8249 (cell) lewinget@att.net
Membership Ron Eifert, PE 614-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com

614-315-9551 (c)
Young Engineer Trustee Josh Otworth, EI 614-468-1208 (w) jotworth@cmtengr.com
Retired Engineers Trustee Ron Eifert, PE 614-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com

614-315-9551 (c)
PEHE Trustee Vacant
Chapter Directory Steve Wilson, PE 614-552-1714 (w) sfwilson@aep.com

614-832-5019(cell)
Paul F. Junk, PE, PS Vice-President Paul F. Junk, PE, PS 740-363-4462 (h) pjunkk1@columbus.rr.com

740-972-1815 (cell)
Science Day (District) Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

304-951-7847 (cell)
Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-486-4383 (w) joe.sullivan@stantec.com

614-561-5447 (cell)
Columbus Engineer Editor Howard Jones, PE 614-209-3289 (h) hrjones63@yahoo.com

614-209-3289 (cell)
Engineers Week Luncheon CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)
Engineer For A Day Charles Ohrstedt 614-937-1512 (cell) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net
PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)
Tina Sutermeiter, PE Vice-President Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (cell)
MATHCOUNTS (Reg) Co-Chair Joe Bolzenius, PE 614-498-0339 (w) joseph.bolzenius@hotmail.com

614-354-4933 (h)
MATHCOUNTS (Reg) Co-Chair Ben Brown, PE 614- 468-1200 (b) benbrown@cmtengr.com

614-519-8978 (cell)
Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (cell)
Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)
PEI Trustee Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (cell)
EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (cell)
Charles Ohrstedt,PE Vice-President Charles Ohrstedt, PE 614-937-1512 (cell) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net

Imagine Engineering Contest Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com
614-208-6986 (cell)

Auxiliary Trustee Jane Smith 614-451-6911 (h) jecree@sbcglobal.com
OSPE Director Ron Eifert, PE 614-885-4138 (h) roneifert@aol.com

614-315-9551 (c)
Constitution & By-Laws Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devon_seal@gspnet.com

614-208-6986 (cell)
PEPP Trustee Vacant
PEC Trrustee Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

Revised 5/2/2017 304-951-7847 (cell)
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