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  Columbus Engineer 
                  Franklin County Chapter   
         A chapter chartered by the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers. 

 

P.O. Box 69                                                                                                           

Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-0069 

 
                      

 

President’s Message 
S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE, PEng, F.ASCE 

– FCC President 

 

WELCOME & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

2025 TO THE MEMBERSHIP, 

PATRONS, OSPE, and BOARD of 

the Franklin County Chapter!! 

 

The Chapter is ready with a healthy 

budget, and the membership is 

growing! 

 

The 2024-yearend CPD-hr by Mr. James Miller, P.E., 

City of Columbus - Recreation and Parks Department, 

pleasantly surprised the attendees with a hands-on 

experience on Design-Build project governance to the 

home-run! The JAN’25-CPD program presentation 

started with addressing the critical weather patterns, as 

Mrs. Newland’s presentation is focused on, “Engineering 

Lessons Learned from a Natural Disaster.” The Chapter 

always looks for CPD-Presentation(s) on critical topic(s) 

and requests the membership recommending those 

successful practitioners with that critical expertise. 

 

We, the registered professional engineers (PEs), lead this 

profession and that fundamental responsibility would 

include, as borrowed from Department of The Army USA 

(since 1775), “A profession is a trusted, disciplined, and 

relatively autonomous vocation, where the members: (i) 

provide a unique and vital service to society, without 

which it could not flourish, (ii) provide this service by 

developing and applying expert knowledge, (iii) earn the 

trust of society through ethical, effective, and efficient 

practice, (iv) establish and uphold the discipline and 

 

 

 

standards of their art and science, including the 

responsibility for professional development and 

certification, and (v) are granted significant autonomy and 

discretion in the practice of their profession on behalf of 

society.” 

 

Board encourages the membership-by-large to attend and 

make it successful of the upcoming Central Ohio STEM 

Expo (on March 1st at the Nationwide & OH Farm Bureau 

4-H Center, Columbus), and the Regional 

MATHCOUNTS (on February 8th at the CSCC). Board 

requests the active members to come forward for leading 

the Engineer For A Day (EFAD) program that is critical 

to shaping and developing the future engineers of United 

States. 

 

The Franklin County Chapter - OSPE looks forward to a 

successful 2025!  
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OSPE-FCC January  

Luncheon Program 
 

Date:  Thursday, January 9, 2025  

Place:  Hickory House 

550 Officecenter Pl., Gahanna, OH 43230 

Time:  Registration: 11:30 am  

Lunch:  11:50 am 

Speaker:  12:00 pm 

Closing Remarks:  1:00 pm 

Cost:  Members: $25.00 & Non-Members: $35.00. 

      SPE@OSU Students: $10.00 

 

Registration:  Visit www.fccospe.org. Register on-

line with debit/credit card, pay by check or cash at 

the door.  No access to a computer, contact Steve 

Day, at 614-876-7525, to help with registration.

 

Title: “Engineering Lessons Learned from a 

Natural Disaster” 

 

Abstract: When a natural disaster does significant 

damage to a structure, the resultant engineering and 

property insurance issues are staggering.  This 

presentation will explore these issues in depth using 

the real-world example of a hurricane that nearly 

destroyed the presenter's house in southwest Florida 

in 2017. 

 

Learning Objectives: The primary learning 

objective is to understand what engineering 

challenges can occur when a structure is severely 

damaged by a natural disaster.  A secondary learning 

objective is to understand lessons learned for  

 

 

 

engineers as professionals and as homeowners from 

building damage caused by a natural disaster.   

 

Presenter: Mrs. Angela Newland, P.E., F.NSPE, 

NSPE Director of Interest Groups. 

 

Biography: Angela R. Newland, 

P.E., F.NSPE graduated with a 

BS in Civil Engineering from The 

Ohio State University.  She spent 

12 years working as a project 

engineer for the City of 

Columbus, 12 years as the Vice President of 

Planning and Engineering with the Columbus 

Regional Airport Authority, and four years working 

in a similar position at the Fort Lauderdale-

Hollywood International Airport.  She is now a 

retired engineer and the author of "The River 

House," a memoir about her hurricane damage 

experience in southwest Florida.  Angela is a past 

president of OSPE, a past president of EFO, and a 

current Director of Interest Groups on the NSPE 

Board Directors. 
A certificate for 1 hour of Professional Development for 

attending the program will be emailed to the attendee 
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December Luncheon Photos  
 

 
 

 

 

presented by Mr. James Miller, Hickory House, Gahanna
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine Engineering is Underway 
Tim McCarthy, P.E. 

- IE Chair 

 

 As of December 10, we have 25 schools in the FCC 

 area registered for this year’s program. 

 

I am gathering a list of volunteers. Please let me 

know if you are interested and if you have any ques-

tions. The chapter NEEDS additional volunteers. 

Contact me or anyone on the FCC Board to volun-

teer.

A brief timeline of this year’s efforts:

·     Now through January: Assemble the

chapter volunteers

·     Through January: Follow up with 

elementary teachers to schedule in-class or 

virtual visits for second grade classes

·     Through the end of March: Make our 

school visits. Schools must submit entries to 

FCC by March 28

·     April 1-10: Chapter judging of entries

·     April 15, 2025: EFO must have in hand all 

entries for state judging. EFO will accept a 

maximum of 3 entries from each chapter.

June: EFO announces the top 3 Ohio winners at the 

All-Ohio Engineering Conference. EFO announces 

winners to schools and media.
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FCC-OSPE/NSPE-OH AWARDS: 

DEADLINE of January 31, 2025
Tina L, Sutermeister, P.E., F.NSPE

- FCC-OSPE Awards Chair

 

Nominations are being accepted for the following 

local Chapter Awards which have submission dates 

to NSPE-OH of January, 31, 2025: 

 

• NSPE-OH Citation Award 

This is the highest honor the Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers bestows upon an 

engineer. 

 

The NSPE-Ohio Citation is presented annually to 

an Ohio engineer with distinguished leadership 

in the engineering profession and in appreciation 

of selfless devotion to the highest ideals of 

service to society and to fellow man, and for 

sustained contributions to the technical and 

professional aspects of the engineering 

profession. 

 

The recipient shall be a Professional Engineer, 

preferably registered in Ohio. The recipient shall 

not be a Director of NSPE-Ohio nor an officer of 

any chapter at the time the award is made. The 

recipient shall not be a candidate for election to 

public office nor shall, at the time the award is 

made, hold an elected public office. 

 

Candidates for this award shall exhibit 

professional integrity beyond question; possess a 

professional reputation which is more than local 

in character; and promote the professional, 

technical and social interests of engineers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• NSPE-OH Meritorious Service Award 

This award is presented on the basis of service to 

OSPE at both, the Chapter and the state levels 

and for outstanding contributions to the goals and  

objectives of OSPE. The award recipient shall be 

an active member in his/her Chapter and the 

emphasis is placed on continuous meritorious 

service over a long period of time. 

 

Any voting member of NSPE-Ohio, except 

members of the NSPE-Ohio Executive 

Committee, may be nominated for this award. 

 

• NSPE-OH Outstanding Engineering 

Student Award 

This award is presented to an engineering student 

from an ABET accredited Ohio engineering 

school based on scholastic achievement, 

participation in professional, technical, and other 

activities. 

Nominations shall be made by an engineering 

faculty advisor or dean. The nominee must be a 

full-time undergraduate or graduate student at an 

accredited school of engineering in the state of 

Ohio.  The student must have completed the 

junior year in undergraduate school.  

 

The NSPE-Ohio Awards Committee makes the 

selection of the winning candidate, basing its 

judgement on the following criteria: scholastic 

achievement, participation in professional, 

technical, community and other college 

activities. 

 

 

• Continued, page 6 
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Awards, continued –  

 

 

• NSPE-OH Outstanding Engineering 

Educator Award 

This award is presented to a member of the 

engineering faculty of an ABET-accredited 

engineering program in an Ohio school and the 

educator shall have at least 5 years of experience, 

subsequent to graduation from an accredited 

Engineering school, and must be teaching an 

engineering course during the current term. 

 

Nominations shall be made by the Dean of the 

engineering school. The educator shall have at 

least five years of experience subsequent to 

graduation from an accredited engineering 

school and must be teaching an engineering 

course during the current term. The nominee 

must have been employed at the school of the 

nominating dean for at least three years and 

accomplishments at that institution and in Ohio 

are most important in the evaluation. 

 

• NSPE-OH Outstanding Engineering 

Achievement Award 

This award is presented in recognition for 

outstanding engineering accomplishments in 

manufacturing, construction or design, or 

combinations thereof. The nominated projects 

must have been completed during the calendar 

year preceding the award presentation and the 

nominated projects may be located outside the 

chapter geographical area. Overseas international 

projects, even if engineered by American 

companies, are not eligible. 

 

 

 

 

 

To be considered for these awards, please contact the 

FCC-OSPE Awards Chair Tina Sutermeister, P.E., 

F.NSPE at tlsuterm@embarqmail.com .   Submit 

your nominations NOW as many of these awards 

have application forms that must be completed prior 

to being submitted to the state level awards.  All 

nominations will be presented at an upcoming FCC-

OSPE Board meeting and you will be notified after 

the Board meeting of the status of your submission. 

  

 

 

Welcome New Members of the 

Franklin County Chapter 

New FCC-OSPE members added from the NSPE 

Database since July 1, 2024 through December 5, 

2024 are: 

Members:     

       Taha Alamin, PE, PMP  

        Eliyas Ali 

H. Andrew Holtom, PE 

  Douglas R. Morr, PE 

  Anthony E. Perry, EI 

  Scott Yano, PE 

  Mackenzie Yoke 

  Marc Motter, PE 

 

 Student Members:  

        Venkat Prasanth Kumar Gummadi  

Amirmohammad Arjomand Kermani 

         Kendall Moore 

  Philip Agyei, EI 

 

Please Welcome these new Members  

to FCC-OSPE!! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tlsuterm@embarqmail.com
Morrison, Dawn M
Typewriter
6



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Click here to register: 

https://2025eweek.eventbrite.com 

2025 CENTRAL 

WEEK LUNCHEON 
GUEST SPEAKER 

Karen Schenk 

Tyler Menke 

Jeremiah Holman 
DIRECTORS AND LEADERS AT 

The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium 
 

 

 

To Become a 

Sponsor or register as 
an Attendee for the 
Central Ohio 
Engineer’s Week 
Luncheon go to: 

https://2025eweek.even
tbrite.com 

FEB 20, 2025 
 

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS AT 11:00 AM 

 
VILLA MILANO 

BANQUET & CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

1630 Schrock Rd, 

Columbus , OH 43229 

Select from Entrée Options via 

Online Registration 

 

1. MEAT LASAGNA 
 

2. MANICOTTI 

(Vegetarian) 

3. CHICKEN MARSALA 
 

COST: $45.00 

https://2025eweek.eventbrite.com/
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
To%20Become%20aSponsor%20or%20register%20as%20an%20Attendee%20for%20the%20Central%20Ohio%20Engineer’s%20Week%20Luncheon%20go%20to:https:/2025eweek.eventbrite.com
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2024-2025 CALENDAR 

 
DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 
Aug. 23 5:00 p.m. Deadline for September Columbus Engineer 

   

Sept. 5 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title: “Improving Public Health Outcomes through Research 

and Teaching Innovations” - Presenter:  Prof. Allison MacKay 

Sept. 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual  

Sept. 11 5:00 p.m.  Deadline for October Columbus Engineer 

Sept. 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

Oct. 3 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  NO PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER   

Oct. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Oct. 17 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer 

   

Nov. 7-8  EFO Fall CPD Conference 

Nov. 12 5:00 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Nov. 14 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title: “Construction Bidding from a Contractor’s Perspective” 

- Presenter:  Mark Setterlin   

Nov. 14 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer 

   

Dec. 5 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer 

Dec. 5 11:30 a.m. CPD Program:  Title: “Recreation and Parks Department – WE NEED YOUR 

HELP!!!”:  - Presenter:  James Miller, Section Manager, City of Columbus 

Dec. 9 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EFO December Seminar 

Dec. 9 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Dec. 20 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

Jan. 9 12:00 p.m. CPD Program: “Engineering Lessons Learned from a Natural Disaster”             

- Presenter:  Angela R. Newland, P.E., F.NAPE 

Jan. 14 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for E-Week Luncheon Flyer 

Jan. 28 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer 

   

Feb. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  No Program   

Feb. 8 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition @CSCC 

Feb. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Feb. 13 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer 

Feb. 16-22  National Engineer’s Week 

Feb. 20 11:00 a.m. Program:  E-Week Luncheon – Location:  Villa Milano Banquet & Conference 

Center   

   

Mar. 6 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Mar. 11  Attend Central Ohio STEM Expo @ Nationwide & OH Farm Bureau 4-H 

Center, Columbus 

Mar. 11 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Mar. 13 5:00 P.M. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer 

Mar. 13-15  Engineer’s Leadership Institute (ELI) - Virtual 

Mar. 15 8:15 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Ohio MATHCOUNTS Competition @CSCC 

Mar. 15  District Science Day @CSCC 
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2024-2025 CALENDAR 
Continued 

 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

Apr. 3 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

Apr. 4 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

Apr. 8 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

Apr. 10 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer 

Apr. TBD TBD Legislative Day 

   

May 1 12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

May 10 – 13  National MATHCOUNTS Competition 

May 13 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

May 15 12:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer 

May 22 6:30 p.m. Chapter Officer Installation & Awards Dinner – Location:  TBD 

   

June 5  12:00 p.m. CPD Program:  Title:  - Presenter:   

June 10 5:45 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ CEC, Inc. and Virtual 

June 12 5:00 p.m. Deadline for July Columbus Engineer 

June 12-13   All Ohio Engineering Conference 

June 14  EFO/OSPE Annual Meetings & Awards Luncheon 

June 27 12:00 p.m. OSPE Lunchtime Legislative Briefing, Zoom meeting 

   

July TBD TBD FCC Budget Meeting - Location to be announced  

   

 
 

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.    

Address: 250 Old Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 250,  

Worthington, Ohio 43085 
 
 
 

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

 
FCC-OSPE President E-mail & Phone: rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com (614) 818-4900 

FCC-OSPE WEBSITE www.fccospe.org    

OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com   

NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org    

To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: ben.brown@ibigroup.com  (614) 519-8978 

To volunteer to help with Science Day: baba.yahaya@terracon.com  (614) 328-5209 

To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: TBD  

To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net (614) 670-1175 

FCC Luncheons / Programs: ddoherty@cecinc.com  (614) 359-6321 

New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com  (614) 223-1144 

 

mailto:rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com
http://www.fccospe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.nspe.org/
mailto:ben.brown@ibigroup.com
mailto:baba.yahaya@terracon.com
mailto:tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net
mailto:tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net
mailto:ddoherty@cecinc.com
http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
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                             2024-2025 OFFICERS, 

           TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

TITLE NAME PHONE # (w) or (h) MOBILE # EMAIL ADRESS

President S. Rao Chitikela, PhD, PE 614-818-4900 (w) 412-310-9452 (m) rao.chitikela@rcweesolutions.com

Vice President Derek Kiss, PE 614-468-6212 (w) dkiss@cecinc.com

Vice President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com

Chapter Secretary Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gmail.com

Treasurer Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (m) lday1@columbus.rr.com

Past President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE, PMP 614-389-4132 (w) 773-517-1036 (m) mehrdadrowhanipe@gmail.com

Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-328-5148 (w) 614-313-3814 (m) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org

OSPE 

FCC Director Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) 614-746-7243 (m) Nabele@smeinc.com

OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer, PE 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com

OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure (ret., part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com
JoAnn Finke (part-time) 614-223-1144 (w-EFO) admin@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL

Derek Kiss, PE Vice-President Derek Kiss, PE 614-46-212 (w) dkiss@cecinc.com

                          

Programs/CPD/Activity Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (m)

Membership TBD

Young Engineer Trustee Zach Wedekind, PE 380-215-1810 (m) zwedekind@gamil.com

                    

Retired Engineers Trustee Bob Fuller, P.E. 614-886-2020 (m) barbarafuller6438@att.net

614-880-9221 (h)

PEHE Trustee S. Rao Chitikela, PE 412-310-9452 (m) srao.chitikela@gmail.com

Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

OSU - Student Chapter Liason TBD

Science Day (District) Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

614-517-7864 (m)

Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-898-7100 (w) jsullivan@msconsultants.com

614-561-5447 (m)

Columbus Engineer  - Editor Howard Jones, PE, F.NSPE 614-209-3289 (m) hrjones63@yahoo.com

614-209-3289 (h)

Engineers Week CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)

Engineer For A Day TBD

PEG Trustee CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

Eric Bates, PE Vice-President Eric Bates, PE 614-674-3441 (m) ebates1019@gmail.com

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614-818-4900 (w) ben.brown@ibigroup.com

614-519-8978 (m)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Joseph Bolzenius, PE, PS 614-354-4933 (h) joseph.bolzenius@hotmail.com

614-441-4222 (m)

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 614-537-7660 (m) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com

740-964-0828 (h)

Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (m)

PEI Trustee Richard Smelker, PE 614-552-1697 (w) rdsmelker@aep.com

614-267-9610 (m)

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com

614-531-2858 (m)

Chapter Directory Zach Wedekind, EI zwedekind@gmail.com

Imagine Engineering Contest Tim McCarthy, PE 614-670-1175 (m) tim_mccarthy@breezelineohio.net

Auxiliary Trustee TBD

OSPE Director Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

Constitution & By-Laws Baba Yahaya, PE 614-328-5209 (w) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com

PEPP Trustee Nathan Abele, PE 614-793-2226 (w) Nabele@smeinc.com

614-746-7243 (m)

PEPP Trustee Greg Nortz, PE 614-790-0029 (m) gregnortz@otiscoengineering.com

PEC Trustee Ken Goodson, PE 380-900-8315 (w) kengoodson@hotmail.com
220-228-2192 (m)

Revised - 8.19.2024 - dmm
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