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President’s Message 
Dustin Doherty, P.E., CPESC 

– FCC President 

We know that the world and 

engineering profession are 

rapidly changing, presenting 

engineers with new challenges. But how aware are 

we of the new and innovative technologies, 

materials, tools and techniques that are keeping pace 

with this change? As stewards of infrastructure, 

engineers are entrusted to protect the public and 

ensure our built environment is safe, sustainable and 

resilient, harmonizing with the natural environment 

to serve current and future generations. 

Today’s brisk changes coincide opportunely with a 

uniquely prepared and eager engineering workforce. 

But every engineer, regardless of career stage, must 

remain current – must continuously learn and grow 

in their profession. In the midst of change and our 

enormous responsibility for it, OSPE is the society 

that serves engineers’ technical and professional 

development needs. OSPE offers licensure 

protection and technical benefits, while at the same 

time providing both local engagement, training and 

networking. 

With that in mind, I would like to thank Dana 

Hinaman from Contect for her presentation about 

Underground Detention and Water Quality Solutions 

at our past luncheon on Thursday, November 21. 

This event was well attended and was held at 

Schmidt's Sausage House. The venue and meal were 

a welcomed change from our typical luncheons at La 

Scala.  

As part of our future programs, we are intending on 

moving the meeting to various locations to allow 

opportunities for local professionals to attend, who 

may otherwise not be able. Please check the schedule 

for future programs, locations, and speakers. 

Additionally, I would like to remind you of our 

upcoming Membership Drive and Social Event at 

Top Golf on Wednesday, December 18 from 

6:00pm-8:00pm. No cover charge is required, as 

OSPE will cover the fee for the bay(s). Topgolf 

offers a wide selection of games that utilize micro-

chipped golf balls to keep track of every shot. 

Player's shots will be relayed back to their bay screen 

showing the accuracy and distance of each ball.  Top 

Gold is located at 2000 IKEA Way, Columbus, OH 

43240. See page 2 for details.   

Please RSVP at ddoherty@cecinc.com, so that we 

can reserve enough bay.  

Many of you have probably received your renewal 

information for your Ohio PE license, which is being 

sent only by email this year. If you have not received 

anything, you may need to contact the Ohio Board 

(https://www.peps.ohio.gov/) to get the necessary 

information. 

Beyond just technical and professional resources and 

networking, OSPE gives you the chance to volunteer, 

advocate, advance your profession and make a 

difference. There’s so much that goes into being an 

engineer. It’s about staying current, being up to date 

with trends and always being a lifelong learner. 

OSPE will get you off to the right start and enable 

you to continuously grow, develop and matter more. 

Thank you, and I hope to see you at an upcoming 

event.  
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Wednesday
December

18

Join us for a
SOCIAL EVENT

6:00pm to
8:00pm

ALL ARE
WELCOME

Top Golf - Columbus
2000 IKEA Way, Columbus, OH 43240

Ohio Society of Professional Engineers

FRANKLIN COUNTY CHAPTER

QUESTIONS? email: ddoherty@cecinc.com

presents

No cover charge required. OSPE will cover the fee for the bay.
RSVP is requested, so that we can reserve enough bay.
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FCC Loses a Long Time Member
-by Dawn Morrison

It is with great sadness that we

learned of the passing of our

friend and colleague Ron

Eifert.  Ron passed away on

November 26th with his family

by his side.  Viewing services

have already been held on December 1st, with

internment on December 2nd at Resurrection

Cemetery in Lewis Center.  If you would like to

honor his memory with a financial contribution, you

may do so to St. Charles, 2010 E Broad Street,

Columbus, 43209 or at St. Michael Church.

 

Ron was 85 at the time of his passing but had led a 

very full life.  Devout Catholic, Husband, Father, 

Grandfather, Brother, Uncle, Engineer to name a 

few.  He enjoyed time spent with family and friends, 

golf, gardening and he also coached and played 

softball for more than 50 years. 

 

Ron retired from Korda/Nemeth as a partner in 2009 

and maintained active involvement in many 

associations, including the Franklin County Chapter 

where he had previously held positions as a trustee 

and committee chair in years past.   

 

 

 

        

 

 

          2020 Engineers Week  

           Luncheon Update 
 

The E-Week theme for 2020 is “Invent Amazing”. 

The luncheon is scheduled to be held on February 20, 

2020 at the Bridgewater Banquet & Conference 

Center, 10561 Sawmill Parkway, Powell, OH 43065. 

Exact time is yet to be determined. 

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Former Florida city Engineer 

Arrested for Allegedly Falsifying 

Credentials 
 

WFLA-TV  

A former City of Lakeland engineer has been 

arrested after being accused of providing false 

information on his 2012 job application, new 

documents show. According to the city, John Bretz 

served as a city engineer for Lakeland Electric since 

2012. He resigned after it came out during a licensing 

verification for a promotion that he falsified his 

engineering degree from Southern Illinois 

University. The fake transcript showed he received a 

bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering in 1990 

and was used to gain a Florida professional 

engineering license, according to the City. 

 

(Excerpted from NSPE Daily Designs, November 1) 
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NOMINATIONS ARE NOW 

BEING ACCEPTED  
-By Tina Sutermeister 

 

Nominations are being accepted for the following 

five OSPE awards. To be considered for this year’s 

awards, an application forms must first be 

completed, and the nomination will then be 

presented and approved by the FCC-OSPE Board 

during a regular Board meeting. 

 

OSPE Citation – This is the highest honor that OSPE 

bestows upon an engineer. This award is presented 

annually to an Ohio Engineer with distinguished 

leadership in the engineering profession and in 

appreciation of selfless devotion to the highest ideals 

of service to society and to fellow man; and for 

sustained contributions to the technical and 

professional aspects of the engineering professions. 

 

Meritorious Service Award – This award is 

presented on the basis of service to OSPE at both, the 

Chapter and the state levels and for outstanding 

contributions to the goals and objectives of OSPE. 

The award recipient shall be an active member in 

his/her Chapter and the emphasis is placed on 

continuous meritorious service over a long period of 

time. 

 

 

 

Outstanding Engineering Student Award – This 

award is presented to an engineering student from an 

ABET accredited Ohio engineering school based on 

scholastic achievement, participation in professional, 

technical, and other activities. 

 

Outstanding Engineering Educator Award – This

award is presented to a member of the engineering

faculty of an ABET-accredited engineering program

in an Ohio school and the educator shall have at least

5 years of experience subsequent to graduation from

an accredited Engineering school and must be

 

 

teaching an engineering course during the current

term.

Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award –

This award is presented in recognition for

outstanding engineering accomplishments in

manufacturing, construction or design, or

combinations thereof. The nominated projects must

have been completed during the calendar year

preceding the award presentation and the nominated

projects may be located outside the chapter

geographical area.

Consider nominating your company, a colleague or

even yourself for one of these awards. Don't Delay!

Contact your local Franklin County Chapter Awards

committee, Tina Sutermeister P.E., F.NSPE,

tlsuterm@embarqmail.com .
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NSPE Communities: PEHE 
 

Some recent activity in the PEHE community forum 

may be of interest. Recent discussion has focused on 

the question of whether there is a need to change the 

education requirement in regards the number of years 

of study to get an engineering degree. There are pros 

and cons to any particular stance in this debate. 

This discussion began with a question from Stuart 

Walesh, PhD, PE –  

Is engineering a profession and, if is or isn't or is 

perceived that way, what is the impact on 

attracting young people to engineering?   

I am conducting research about professions and this, 

and related, questions need answers. 

One early response was summarized by the writer’s 

stated belief that smart and aspiring young women 

and men, like we want to have in engineering, are 

increasingly informed and discriminating in how 

they view and evaluate professions and occupations. 

As compared to engineering, many professions have 

a greater education requirement (I would add that this 

is true in the required number of years of formal 

education). 

Architects and certified public accountants, while 

they do not require as much formal education as 

doctors, lawyers, etc, do require more than engineers. 

The writer concludes that “Whether or not you or I 

think engineering is a profession, these young people 

and their parents and high school teachers are likely 

to begin to wonder if engineering is a profession.” 

Another responder views the existing model as 

effective in preparing individuals for professional 

practice. Specifically, it provides both the theoretical 

and practical basis of knowledge and experience to 

render judgements as to what is proper engineering 

practice and what is not and what is a safe design and 

what is not.  
 

One response to the rapidity of change in

engineering, from the viewpoint of someone in

higher education, is to develop a culture of lifelong 

learning in our students before they enter the

profession.

 

Looking at moderate to strong support for the 

existing four-year requirement led to the formulation 

of a related question: 

 

Why, among 15 U.S. 

occupations/professions, do 14 of them have 

markedly greater formal education 

requirements than engineering?  

 

To address this question, we need to look at the scope 

of what a P.E. is required to know and understand. 

Do four years allow adequate time to address this 

scope? 

 

And then there is the real-world. About 80 percent of 

engineering graduates work for licensure exemption 

business and government entities where a license is 

not needed. These businesses seem to be satisfied 

with the BS degree. A couple of comments that the 

licensing structure assumes that with a 4-year 

terminal degree and 4 years of experience an 

engineer will recognize their limitations and practice 

within their area of competence. 

- Continued on page 6 
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PEHE - Continued from page 5 

 

Additional consideration should be focused on the

following:

1. The evidence shows that the traditional

4 x 4 model has worked.

2.   The model has worked because there have

been sufficient numbers of professional

engineers in companies, even industrial-

exempt ones, to mentor recent engineering

graduates.

 

3.  But that is no longer the situation, and, in 

many companies, recent engineering 

graduates may encounter no professional 

engineers. 

 

This article has been intended to be thought-

provoking and timely. I hope it has been informative 

and useful as this debate continues in this, and other, 

forums.  

To see the detail of the discussions, go to NSPE 

Community PEHE.  
 

(Summary of numerous discussion points from NSPE 

Community PEHE provided by Tim McCarthy, PE) 

 

 

 Franklin County  

Chapter Area 
 

The Franklin County Chapter of the Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers is made up of more than  

Franklin County, it encompasses the following Ohio 

Counties: 

 

 Delaware  Marion   

 Fairfield  Morrow   

 Franklin  Muskingum   

 Hocking  Perry   

 Knox   Pickaway 

 Licking   Ross 

 Madison  Union 

 

Franklin County is one of the most active and largest 

Chapters in the Ohio Society of Professional 

Engineers.  

 

 

Consulting  Engineers and  Scientists 
Offices Nationwide  ⚫ terracon.com 

Kevin  M. Ernst, P.E., Office Manager 
Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com  

  800 Morrison  Road 
Gahanna OH 43230 

(614 )  328  5168     terracon.com/Columbus 
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2019-2020 CALENDAR
Aug. 30 10:00 a.m. Deadline for September Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Sept. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Sept. 19 11:30 a.m. Program: Pipeline Integrity – Geohazard Identification, Assessment

and Mitigation
Sept. 24 5:00 p.m. Deadline for October Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Oct. 8 5:30 p.m.                          FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Oct. 17 11:30 a.m. Program: From Soil Profiles to Recommendations: Foundations, Floor

Slabs, and Pavements
Oct. 17 5:00 p.m. Deadline for November Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Nov. 12 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Nov. 21 11:30 a.m. Program: “OEPA Stormwater Regulations and Their Solution”
Nov. 30 5:00 p.m. Deadline for December Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Dec. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Dec. 17 5:00 p.m. Deadline for January Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Jan. 14 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Jan. 16 5:00 p.m. Deadline for February Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Jan. 16 11:30 a.m. Program: TBA
Feb. 8 8:00 a.m. Regional MathCounts Competition (OSPE, see www.ohioengineer.com)
Feb. 11 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Feb. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for March Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Feb. 17-21 National Engineer’s Week (see www.eweek.com)
Feb. 18 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Engineer For A Day Program 2020
Feb. 20 11:30 a.m. Program: E-Week Luncheon
Mar. 7 8:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Ohio State MathCounts Competition (OSPE, see www.ohioengineer.com)
Mar. 10 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Mar. 19 11:30 a.m. Program: TBA
Mar. 20 5:00 p.m. Deadline for April Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Mar. 14 8:00 a.m. ~ 3:30 p.m. District Science Day @ CSCC
Apr. 14 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Apr. 15 5:00 p.m. Deadline for May Columbus Engineer Newsletter
Apr. 16 11:30 a.m. Program: TBA
May 12 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
May 20 5:00 p.m. Deadline for June Columbus Engineer Newsletter
May 21 6:30 p.m. Chapter Officer Installation / Awards Dinner
June 9 5:30 p.m. FCC Board Meeting @ Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
July (TBA) FCC Budget Meeting – Location to be announced

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Address: 250 Old Wilson Bridge Rd - Suite 250, Worthington, OH 43085

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?
OSPE-FCC President E-mail & Phone: ddoherty@cecinc.com (614) 359-6321 c
OSPE-FCC WEBSITE www.fccospe.org
OSPE WEBSITE: www.ohioengineer.com
NSPE WEBSITE: www.nspe.org
To volunteer to help with MATHCOUNTS: benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com (614) 519-8978
To volunteer to help with Science Day: yogesh.rege@terracon.com (614) 863-3113
To volunteer to help with OSU Student Chapter: mccarthy.226@osu.edu (614) 247-1561
To volunteer to help with Imagine Engineering: devon_seal@gspnet.com (614) 221-0678
FCC Luncheons / Programs: ebriedis@cecinc.com (614) 468-6222
New Members / Membership Application www.nspe.org or www.ohioengineer.com (614) 223-1144

http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.eweek.com/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.fccospe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
http://www.nspe.org/
mailto:benjamin_brown68@yahoo.com
mailto:yogesh.rege@terracon.com
mailto:devon_seal@gspnet.com
mailto:ebriedis@cecinc.com
http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.ohioengineer.com/
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 2019-2020 OFFICERS,
            TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Name Phone # (w) or (h) Cell Phone # E-mail Address
President Dustin Doherty, PE, CPESC 614-310-2075 (w) 614-359-9321 (cell) ddoherty@cecinc.com
Vice President/Pres. Elect TBD
Chapter Secretary Baba Yahaya, PE 614-863-3113 (w) 614-517-7864 (cell) Baba.Yahaya2@terracon.com
Treasurer Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) 614-531-2858 (cell) lday1@columbus.rr.com
Past President Ben Brown, PE 614-818-4900 (w) 614-519-8978 (cell) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
Adminstrative Assistant Dawn Morrison 614-328-5148 (w) 614-313-3814 (cell) dawn.morrison@terracon.com

NEW FCC-OSPE Website www.fccospe.org

OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer 614-223-1144 (w) exec@ohioengineer.com
OSPE/EFO Staff Pam McClure 614-223-1144 (w-OSPE) admin@ohioengineer.com

Holly Ross 614-223-1177 (w-EFO) pr@ohioengineer.com

VICE-PRESIDENT TRUSTEE/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON TELEPHONE E-MAIL
Dustin Dohert, PE, CPESC Vice-President Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (cell)
Programs/CPD/Activity Erik Briedis, PE 614-468-6222 (w) ebriedis@cecinc.com

513-265-4938 (cell)
Membership Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (cell)
Young Engineer Trustee Dustin Doherty, PE, 614-310-2075 (w) ddoherty@cecinc.com

                          CPESC 614-359-6321 (cell)
Retired Engineers Trustee TBD

614-315-9551 (cell)
PEHE Trustee Tim McCarthy, PE 614-247-1561 (w) mccarthy.226@osu.edu

614-670-1175 (cell)
OSU - Student Chapter Liason Tim McCarthy, PE 614-247-1561 (w) mccarthy.226@osu.edu

614-670-1175 (cell)
Yogesh Rege, PE Vice-President Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

304-951-7874 (cell)
Science Day (District) Yogesh Rege, PE 614-328-5137 (w) yogesh.rege@terracon.com

304-951-7874 (cell)
Scholarship Joe Sullivan, PE 614-486-4383 (w) joe.sullivan@stantec.com

614-561-5447 (cell)
Columbus Engineer  - Editor Howard Jones, PE 614-209-3289 (h) hrjones63@yahoo.com

614-209-3289 (cell)
Engineers Week CR Weaver, PE 614-645-7100 (w) CRWeaver@columbus.gov

614-946-2961 (h)
Engineer For A Day Charles Ohrstedt, PE 614-937-1512 (cell) mohrstedt@sbcglobal.net

PEG Trustee Ron Trivisonno, PE 614-328-5137 (w) ronald.trivisonno@terracon.com
614-395-7098 (cell)

Erick Briedis, PE Vice-President Erik Briedis, PE 614-468-6222 (w) ebriedis@cecinc.com
513-265-4938 (cell)

MATHCOUNTS Chair Ben Brown, PE 614-818-4900 (w) ben.brown@ibigroup.com
614-519-8978 (cell)

Awards/Citations Tina Sutermeister, PE 740-964-0828 (h) tlsuterm@embarqmail.com
614-537-7660 (cell)

Legislative Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
614-531-2858 (cell)

PEI Trustee Richard Smelker, PE 614-933-2236 (w) rdsmelker@aep.com

EFO Liaison Steve Day, PE 614-876-7525 (w) lday1@columbus.rr.com
614-531-2858 (cell)

Chapter Directory Erik Briedis, PE 614-468-6222 (w) ebriedis@cecinc.com
513-265-4938 (cell)

Vice-President Mehrdad Rowhani, PE 614-328-1197 (w) Mehrdad.Rowhani@terracon.com
773-517-1036 (cell)

Imagine Engineering Contest Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devonseal1@gmail.com
614-208-6986 (cell)

Auxiliary Trustee Barbara Fuller 614-880-9221 (h) bfuller@columbus.rr.com

OSPE Director Kevin Ernst, PE (614) 863-3113 (w) Kevin.Ernst@terracon.com
(614) 203-1199 (cell)

Constitution & By-Laws Devon Seal, PE 614-221-0678 (b) devonseal1@gmail.com
614-208-6986 (cell)

PEPP Trustee Liz Barrow, PE 614-793-7796 (w) Liz.Barrow@terracon.com
502-417-9756 (cell)

PEPP Trustee S. Rao Chitikela, PE 412-310-9452 (cell) srao.chitikela@gmail.com

PEC Trustee TBD
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