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On the cover: 
Realignment of the southbound Interstate 475 ramp to 
westbound U.S. Route 24 in Maumee, Ohio.  
Photo credit: Drew Lingo, Drone Photo, Tetra Tech 2019.  
See feature, page 6.

As your president, I have been re-
fl ecting on my career and the value that 
the Ohio Society of Professional Engi-
neers (OSPE) provides to professional 
engineers. 

Thinking back, I realize that I spent 
my education learning how to solve 
problems. My career has been spent de-
veloping a breadth and depth of knowl-
edge in my particular fi eld of engineer-
ing, and learning how to work with 
and communicate with my colleagues, 
clients, and regulators. 

While my education and career may 
seem  to cover the "nuts and bolts" of engi-
neering, it is my involvement with OSPE 
that has taught me what it really means to 
be a professional engineer. OSPE regular-
ly reminds me that my primary responsi-
bility as a professional engineer is to the 
health, safety and welfare of the public.

Like many of you, I was required to 
take an engineering ethics class in college. 
I remember thinking at the time, “Why do 
we need an entire course devoted to eth-
ics? Is it not just common sense?” 

Even several years into my career, 
when I took the PE exam, I still did not 
understand why there was such empha-
sis on ethics. It all seemed so obvious 
to me: “Do the right thing.” For the PE 
exam questions it was always easy to 
determine “the right thing.”

Much later I realized that it is not 
always easy or straightforward to deter-
mine “the right thing.” Considering the 
nuances of business, working with peo-
ple, and dealing with diffi  cult situations, 
it all gets a litt le more complicated. 
Furthermore, it is not always easy to do 
“the right thing.” 

For example, let’s say you have to ter-
minate an employee who is the engineer 
of record for a project nearing completion. 
What is the right course of action? 

Do you hold off  on terminating the 
employee, or enter into an independent 
contract with them, so they can seal 
the fi nal drawings? If the reason for 
termination is poor performance, does 
allowing that employee to seal design 
drawings really put the public’s health, 
safety and welfare above all else? 

Do you go back to the client, explain 
the situation, and request more time to 
allow another engineer to come up to 
speed and be in responsible charge of 
the project, even if it puts you way over 
budget? What if the project is a critical 
fi x for a situation that is currently put-
ting the public at risk (e.g., failing dam, 
natural disaster infrastructure repairs)? 
Is a project delay that is unlikely to re-
sult in a design change worth the ongo-
ing risk to public safety?

There are times when there is no 
easy “right” answer. Also, sometimes 
there is a lot of pressure from employers 
to make decisions based solely on what is 
best for the employer without taking into 
account all of the possible consequences. 

How many of us have been involved 
in a project that is over budget and be-
hind schedule? The pressure, explicit or 
implicit, to skimp on quality reviews to 
meet the deadline, particularly if it is an 
interim deliverable, can be overwhelm-
ing. There will be time to fully review 
and correct any errors later, right?

This is where OSPE comes to the 
rescue in several ways:

1.  OSPE off ers excellent seminars on 
ethics, including review of real case 
studies of diffi  cult situations.  These 
seminars are designed to meet Ohio's 
new CPD requirement, which man-
dates two hours of ethics or profes-
sional rules training for the biennial 

See "Professional ethics," page 5
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LEADERSHIP VIEWS
by Tim Schaff er, Executive Director, Ohio Society of Professional Engineers

What can you do?
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Have you ever wondered how you 
can make an immediate, powerful im-
pact – today – on the future?  How will 
you make an impact on young people 
and Ohio’s young engineers?

Allow the Engineers Foundation 
of Ohio (EFO) to help!  EFO is es-
pecially well equipped, with expert 
effi  ciency, to help you infl uence and 
improve your community.

All of our educational programs – 
from MATHCOUNTS, scholarships and 
Imagine Engineering to the Engineers 
Leadership Institute – spark creative 
thinking in many of our citizens.  Chil-
dren grow in their inspiration to succeed 
academically, young students see success 
and young engineers see new opportu-

nity by developing leadership skills – all 
because of EFO’s leaders and donors.

If you have not yet given to the Pass 
the Hat annual fund campaign, please 
consider making a contribution.  Your 
support through your donor dollars 
is how these programs succeed.  Pass 
the Hat covers many of the expenses of 
these programs.  If we did not have it, 
these programs would suff er or perhaps 
not even exist.

Another way you can make an even 
bigger impact is very easy!  If you leave a 
bequest (a gift of a portion of your assets) 
to EFO in your will, your name and leg-
acy can live on forever.  Roger Loveless, 
PE, and Mildred Loveless have done so 
by leaving EFO two funds, one for schol-

arships and the other for program funds.  
Joe Niedecken, PE, also left a bequest to 
EFO that will pay out scholarships next 
fall for four deserving engineering stu-
dents at the University of Cincinnati.

And I am sure you recognize these 
great Ohio engineering names from 
other bequests to EFO over the last 50 
years:  Neff  Scholarship Fund, Chacey 
Scholarship Fund, Fuller Scholarship 
Fund and many others.  Together, these 
EFO scholarship funds will pay out as 
much as $30,000 next fall.

How will your career and professional 
contributions be remembered?  How will 
your contribution to society be remembered? 
Call me at 614-223-1177 and together we 
will create a plan so that EFO can help.
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Dennis Irwin, PhD, PE, FNSPE 
installed to NSPE Board
2019 PECON sees terrifi c leadership from OSPE elders

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERSWELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
The Ohio Society of Professional Engineers welcomes 27 new 
members from July 4 through October 11, 2019:

Akron District Chapter 
Syed Mohammad Sifat Morshed 
Chowdhury & Laura Weber, PE

Dayton Chapter
Michael Anderson, PE, Daniel J. 
Griest, PE, Brian James Kizer, 
William Claggett Midtbo, Joshua 
R. Mihelcic, PE, Babu Mohammad, 
Robert Carl Ransbottom, PE, & Todd Stuart, PE

Franklin County Chapter
Feifan Jiang, Ken Oostman, Jr., PE, Matthew Joseph Panzitta, PE, 
Michael Keith Pope, PE, Yogesh Suresh Rege, PE, & Aaron John 
Waltman, PE

Northeast Ohio Chapter
Kelly Marton, PE, & Tim Piunno 

Southwest Ohio Chapter
William James Gellner, PE, Richard Liebler, PE, & Stuart N. 
Robinson, PE

Toledo Chapter
Hossein Abedsoltan, Lawrence William Bihn, PE, Abdullah Al Saad, 
Michael Stormer, PE, & Robin L. Whitney, PE

Tuscarawas Valley Chapter
Nathaniel Thomas Ackerman

Several Ohio Society of Professional 
Engineers (OSPE) leaders enjoyed an 
exciting week at the Professional Engi-
neers Conference (PECON) in Kansas 
City, Missouri, July 17-21.  

OSPE Past President Dennis Irwin, 
PhD, PE, F.NSPE, was installed to the 
NSPE Board of Directors for 2019-2020.  
Irwin, who recently retired as dean of 
engineering at Ohio University, was 
installed as the director of NSPE's Pro-
fessional Engineers in Higher Education 
(PEHE) Interest Group.

Also, OSPE Immediate Past Presi-
dent L. Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE, represent-
ed Ohio at the NSPE House of Delegates 
meeting, where the delegates elected 
NSPE Vice President, Rick Guerra, PE, 
F.NSPE, and NSPE Treasurer Susan 
Sprague, PE, F.NSPE.  (Guerra hails from 
Texas and Sprague is from Pennsylva-

nia.)  In addition, the House of Delegates 
passed initiatives to add non-discrimina-
tion language to its Code of Ethics 
and to remove ABET program 
requirements from graduate and 
student memberships.

OSPE Young Engineer 
Representative James Gonya, EI, 
att ended PECON as one of 20 
individuals selected to participate 
in the inaugural year of the NSPE 
Emerging Leader Program.  

Ohio Professional Engineers 
in Government Chair Rodney 
Wilson, PE, and his wife Candie 
also att ended the Conference 
so that Rod could participate in 
the education programs and the 
Wilsons could enjoy Kansas City 
with the other NSPE leaders.

The Ohio contingent at PECON in Kansas City, Missouri 
in July 2019 includes (L-R):  NSPE Delegate L. Steve 
Day, PE, F.NSPE, NSPE Director Dennis Irwin, PhD, PE, 
F.NSPE, NSPE Emerging Leader James Gonya, EI, NSPE-
Professional Engineers in Government member Rodney 
Wilson, PE, and Candie Wilson.

OSPE Past President Dennis Irwin, PhD, PE, 
F.NSPE, (center) is installed as a director of 
the 2019-2020 NSPE Board.  He represents 
the PEHE Interest Group.

<  The NSPE 
Board of 
Directors for 
2019-2020 
includes Dennis 
Irwin, PhD, PE, 
F.NSPE (far 
right, second 
from rear).

<  Rodney Wilson, PE, 
Candie Wilson and 
James Gonya, EI, 
enjoy social time at 
PECON 2019.

<  L-R are NSPE Vice 
President Rick 
Guerra, PE, F.NSPE, 
NSPE Delegate 
Angela Musselwhite, 
PE, F.NSPE, NSPE 
Emerging Leader 
James Gonya, EI, 
and NSPE Education 
Foundation Trustee 
Marguerite McClam, 
PE, F.NSPE.
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NSPE NEWS

Aurea Rivera, PE, is appointed to NSPE 
Committee on Policy and Advocacy
She is also the new Ohio MATHCOUNTS chair & planning 2020 All-Ohio Engineering Conference

The Engineers Foundation of 
Ohio (EFO) is gearing up for its 
Pass-the-Hat Campaign 
for fi scal year 2020.  
EFO is dedicated to 
advancing engineering 
education in Ohio.  Funds 
support EFO’s programs that 
include:  Imagine Engineering 
coloring contest for second graders, 
MATHCOUNTS for middle school 

Contribute to scholarships & student programs 
through EFO's Pass-the-Hat fund raising campaign 

students, scholarships for college 
students and the Engineer 

as Leader professional 
training.   Please give 
generously so EFO 
can meet its goal of 

$19,500.  Watch your 
mail for EFO's Pass-the-

Hat promotion, or visit 
www.OhioEngineer.com to 

donate online.

OSPE Dayton Chapter 
President Aurea Rivera, PE, 
has been appointed to the 
National Society of Profes-
sional Engineers' Commit-
tee on Policy and Advocacy 
(COPA) for fi scal year 2019-
2020.  The appointment was 
made by NSPE President 
David Martini, PE, F.NSPE, 
this autumn.

"The COPA supports 
and furthers the mission 
of NSPE by developing relevant and 
timely public policies and position 
statements, and infl uencing NSPE ad-
vocacy eff orts," said NSPE Manager for 
Government Relations and Advocacy 
Stephanie Hamilton.

The 2019-2020 COPA roster is com-
prised of 15 NSPE members and three 
staff .  The Committ ee is tasked with 
developing positions on public policy 
issues that aff ect the public health, safety 
and welfare as it relates to the professional 
practice of engineering and engineering li-
censure.  Charges for the 2019-2020 COPA 
include assessing threats to licensure, 
providing greater protection to the public 
through licensure, and ensuring respon-
sible licensure for the future (e.g., address 
license mobility, multi-state compact ini-
tiatives and emerging technology areas).

"Thank you for the opportunity to 
serve NSPE in this capacity," said Rivera 
to NSPE.  "I look forward to the oppor-
tunity to contribute to the COPA."  

"We are confronting issues related 
to professional licensure, the timing 
for PE examinations, and the use of 
non-licensed contractor fi rms in federal 
procurements involving engineering 
– just to mention a few areas of key in-

terest to our membership," 
Rivera said.  "My goal is to 
contribute to the committ ee 
and the profession by pro-
viding inputs and perspec-
tives in these areas."

Rivera is a retired 
defense intelligence senior 
leader and a nationally-rec-
ognized expert in ballistic 
missiles technical collection.  
Previously, she served as 
the chair for the National 

Security Agency's Foreign Instrumen-
tation Signals Committ ee, the U.S. Air 
Force's representative to the Scientifi c 
and Technical Intelligence Committ ee, 
and the U.S. Air Force's alternate to the 
Weapons and Space Systems Intelligence 
Committ ee.  She has led a multi-disci-
pline team charged with strategy devel-
opment for space signatures. 

Presently, Rivera is employed as 
the senior technical project manager at 
Riverside Research.  Certifi ed as project 

management professional through the 
Project Management Institute, Inc., Ri-
vera is dedicated to the advancement of 
data analytics and technologies.

This year, in addition to serving 
NSPE and as president of the Dayton 
Chapter of OSPE, Rivera is also coordi-
nating the Chapter's eff orts for OSPE's 
2020 All-Ohio Engineering Conference 
in Dayton next June.

For the Engineers Foundation of Ohio 
(EFO), Rivera is a speaker at the 2019 Fall 
CPD Conference in November, and she is 
the new state MATHCOUNTS chair.  

Rivera, who is a proud STEM men-
tor for women and minority students, 
was a 2017 recipient of the EFO Presi-
dent's Award.

"Aurea has responded to our calls 
for assistance many times when we 
needed a CPD speaker or input and 
advice," said Jim Arnold, PE, EFO's 
president in 2017.  "She is very resource-
ful and easy to work with."

Aurea Rivera, PE

All-Ohio Engineering ConferenceAll-Ohio Engineering Conference
June 11-13, 2020  |  Holiday Inn Dayton FairbornJune 11-13, 2020  |  Holiday Inn Dayton Fairborn

For details email For details email 

OSPE@OhioEngineer.comOSPE@OhioEngineer.com
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Ohio Society of Professional En-
gineers (OSPE) member James Gonya, 
EI, has become a burgeoning leader 
at the National Society of Professional 
Engineers (NSPE).  Over the 
summer, he was one of only 
20 engineers invited from 
around the nation for inclu-
sion in the fi rst-ever class of 
NSPE Emerging Leaders.  The 
NSPE program was started 
to recognize and nurture 
promising young engineers.  
Gonya won his spot through 
an application process that 
required lett ers of recommen-
dation, which OSPE leaders 
eagerly provided.  

The NSPE Emerging Leaders pro-
gram took Gonya to the 2019 Profes-
sional Engineers Conference (PECON) 
in July where he engaged in valuable 
networking opportunities and lead-
ership training.  In Kansas City, the 
young leaders worked through fun, 
challenging projects with the guidance 

ety since the days in which he began 
studying electrical engineering at the 
University of Toledo (UT).  

Today, Gonya is immersed in his ca-
reer as a controls engineer, project lead 
and discipline lead for The JDI Group 
and as a part-time associate professor at 
UT teaching PLC programming.  Yet, in 
his busy employment pursuits, Gonya 
has not forgott en the Society:  This year 
alone, Gonya is serving as OSPE's Young 
Engineer Representative and the Toledo 
Chapter's president-elect, membership 
chair and program director.  

Gonya is the winner of the UT 
College of Engineering Pride Award 
(2017), which was given in recogni-
tion of his dedicated spirit and selfl ess 
contributions to the college.  Also, he 
has been newly inducted into the 2019-
2020 World Association for Coopera-
tive Education (WACE) Hall of Fame.  
Previously, Gonya served as president 
of OSPE's State Student Council, trustee 
and student president for the Toledo 
Chapter of OSPE, and president of the 
UT Society of Professional Engineers. 

of industry leaders and discussed career 
development, the advancement of the 
profession and the future of NSPE. 

In addition to being rec-
ognized as an NSPE Emerging 
Leader, Gonya has been recent-
ly named the New Engineer 
Representative for the NSPE 
Central Region for this year.  
In this role, he has been tasked 
with driving the recruitment, 
retention and active participa-
tion of new engineers. 

Over the last several 
years Gonya has become re-
nowned in Ohio for growing 
and reinvigorating OSPE at 
the state, professional chapter 

and student chapter levels.  
The recipient of prestigious Society 

awards, including Toledo Area Young 
Engineer of the Year (2019) and OSPE 
Outstanding Engineering Student 
(2017), Gonya has enthusiastically 
engaged in strengthening the Soci-

NSPE fosters leadership in young engineers rep, James Gonya, EI

James Gonya, EI

license renewal.  (Watch for ethics training at our OSPE and Engi-
neers Foundation of Ohio conferences and one-day seminars!)

2. Through the Regulatory Update e-newslett er, OSPE staff  
keeps us current on important ethics enforcement decisions 
from the Ohio State Board of Registration for Professional En-
gineers and Surveyors. 

3. OSPE’s Ethics Committ ee regularly reviews ethics cases, 
keeping us current on ethics challenges in a world of evolving 
technology, codes and project delivery methods.  Presently, 
the Committ ee is writing an educational article that will serve 
as a handy ethics reference guide for our members.

4. If you are ever in a situation where you need to leave an 
employer because you aren’t comfortable with a situation, 
ethics-related or otherwise, OSPE maintains a job board and a 
network of professional engineers that are always looking for 
quality employees.

5. Finally, and of most value to me, OSPE is a network of other 
professional engineers. What bett er forum to come together to 
remind ourselves of our duty to the public health, safety and 
welfare. Being involved with OSPE helps us gain perspective on 
some of the pressures and diffi  cult situations in our day-to-day 
work life. With OSPE, there is always another professional engi-
neer who can provide unbiased perspective, empathy, support 
and maybe even commiserate with you when you face a diffi  -
cult situation. 

As I sit at work, marking up a draft project proposal, making 
sure that in our desire to win the project we have not unintention-
ally over-stated anyone’s experience, I again refl ect both on the 
value of OSPE and my role and various responsibilities as a profes-
sional engineer. 

From "Professional ethics," page 1

Thanks, Team EFO!Thanks, Team EFO!
Thank you to our Engineers Foundation of Ohio 
sponsors for your support in fi scal year 2019:

Gold Sponsor
American Electric Power
Silver Sponsors
Anonymous
L. Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE
Howard Jones, PE, F.NSPE
Owen March, PE
Greg Ruff / Wells Fargo 

Advisors
Fred Tito, PE, F.NSPE & 

Jacquie Tito
Mark Wigginton, PE
Leon Winget, PhD, PE, 

F.NSPE
Presidents Club
Agnes Benedict
Joe Cherry, PE, PS, F.NSPE
Ronald E. Miller, PE
Jim Montgomery, PE
Cathy Ottinger / Ottinger 

& Associates
Devon Seal, PE
Joe Warino, PE, PS, F.NSPE

Sustaining Donors
David Dexter, PE, F.NSPE
Anthony Grgas, PE
Randall Keitz, PE
ms consultants, inc.
Richard Smelker, PE
Southwest Ohio Chapter, 

OSPE
Michelle Staffan, PE
Fall CPD Conference
American Electric Power
Daniel J. Lauletta of 

Skylight Financial Group
Stantec
Ohio MATHCOUNTS
Columbus State Community 

College
Ohio University Russ 

College of Engineering 
and Technology

Tai Wong, PE
Major Supporter
Ohio Society of 

Professional Engineers
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GUEST COLUMN: GOVERNMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE
by Travis L. Rhoades, PE, Senior Bridge Design Engineer, Tetra Tech, Toledo, Ohio

Transportation funding is not working
How do we change the system?

Since July, Ohio drivers may have no-
ticed a jump in the price at the pump. This 
is due to a gas tax increase of 10.5 cents 
per gallon signed into law last March. 
This was the result of years of pressure 
from the engineering community and 
others to properly fund the maintenance 
and expansion of Ohio’s infrastructure. 
This was a great start, but far from solving 
the issues with our state and our nation’s 
crumbling infrastructure.

Current funding
In addition to state gas taxes, you 

may or may not be aware that there is 
a federal gas tax that helps to fi ll the 
coff ers to pay for our nation’s infra-
structure, 18 cents per gallon to be exact. 
Much like Ohio’s gas tax before this 
year, the federal gas tax has remained 
the same for 25 years.

The Highway Trust Fund (HTF) is 
the vehicle by which federal spending 
on infrastructure is doled out, and is 
primarily funded by this tax on gasoline 
and diesel fuel.

In a recently updated (June 7, 2019) 
report Funding and Financing Highways and 
Public Transportation the Congressional 
Research Service (CRS) shows that the 
current system is not keeping pace with 
the needs of the nation’s infrastructure.

Anywhere from 85 percent to 90 per-
cent of the funding of the HTF comes from 
highway users with the remaining por-
tion coming from various other sources.

While Congress saw the need to cre-
ate the HTF in 1956 to complement the 
Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, they 
did not link the (at the time) 3 cents per 
gallon tax imposed to support the fund 
to infl ation. That means any time that an 
increase is sought, Congress must vote. 
As one might expect, that vote has oc-
curred very few times and the last time 
the tax was increased was in 1993.

  The current federal tax is 18.4 cents 
per gallon.

  If indexed to infl ation the current gas 
tax would be 31.7 cents per gallon.

Funding shortfall
At the time that it was created the 

HTF was seen as a temporary measure 
to fund the Interstate system and that it 
would disappear when the system was 
fi nished. Maintenance of the system alone 
makes up most of infrastructure spending.

Estimates by the Congressional Bud-
get Offi  ce put the combined Highway 
Trust Fund and other federal infrastruc-
ture spending nearly $95 billion over the 
next fi ve years. This also does not consid-
er the backlog of infrastructure projects.

To add to the issues of the tax most 
likely being set too low, there are a few 
other issues causing the gap in funding 
and spending:

  Technology Advancement: As my 
colleague OSPE President Devon 
Seal, PE, pointed out in her article 
in the last issue of OhioENGINEER, 
the environment and climate 
change are serious concerns. With 
that concern signifi cant advances 
in fuel effi  ciency have occurred 
since the HTF was established. This 
reduces the amount of revenue 
collected by fuel taxes. This issue 
only grows each year with the 
increase in alternative fuel, hybrid, 
and electric vehicle use.

  Reduced Travel: While our vehi-
cles get more and more effi  cient, 
engineers and city planners have 
been making our communities more 
pedestrian friendly and combating 
urban sprawl. These combine with 
a more environmentally conscien-
tious att itude of younger genera-
tions, and vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) by Americans have slowed 
down. It is still growing, but far less 
than in the past.

  Autonomous Vehicles: Whether 
you think it is a good thing or a bad 
thing, autonomous vehicles are com-
ing and faster than you might ex-
pect. With this increase it is projected 
that less and less people will own 
their own cars. It is still very much 

up for debate; however, some say 
that this will reduce VMT addition-
ally as users make more choices on 
whether a drive is necessary or not.  

Potential fi xes to the HTF
The CRS report lays out several op-

tions to shore up the HTF:

  “Fixing” the Gas Tax: This propos-
al suggests raising the gas tax to 
“catch up” to infl ation. Once this is 
done then the tax would be indexed 
to infl ation to keep it current.

  Switching to Sales Tax: This would 
switch the federal gas tax from be-
ing a fi xed amount per gallon to a 
percentage of the retail sale price 
of fuel. This however is not seen as 
a long-term solution as gas prices 
fl uctuate and possibly drop.

  VMT Charges: Under this model 
funds would be collected on a miles 
traveled basis. However, the issue 
with this route becomes personal 
privacy and higher collection and 
enforcement costs.

  Alternative Fuel Fees: While the 
decrease in gas tax collected due to 
vehicles that do not use gasoline is 
signifi cant and growing, it still only 
makes up a very small percentage 
of the total vehicle fl eet.

  Making the General Fund Share 
Permanent: the FAST Act has fund-
ed federal highway programs for 
12 years and ends in FY2020. This 
additional funding by the General 
Fund could be made permanent. 
However, the question still becomes 
where does the money come from?

As you can see most of these op-
tions amount to raising taxes or fees. 
The argument against an increase to gas 
taxes and fees is that these are regressive 
and they disproportionately impact the 
middle class through raising the price 
of consumer goods overall as increased 
costs are passed on to consumers.

In the end, it will probably take 
some sort of combination of these meth-
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ods to shore up the HTF, but what if 
that is not the best solution?

Potential replacements
The CRS report also explores sever-

al options beyond saving the antiquated 
funding system including:

  Expanded tolling: Current federal 
law prohibits states from tolling on 
roads (with some exceptions) that 
receive money from the Highway 
Trust Fund. Expanding tolling 
would greatly increase the funding 
and is often seen as less onerous 
than taxes as it directly charges the 
users of the infrastructure and is di-
rectly correlated with the amount of 
wear and tear the system is seeing. 
The downfall is that many states do 
not see enough traffi  c to make toll-
ing a signifi cant funding source.

  Value Capture: Value Capture in-
volves covering the costs of transpor-
tation improvements by assessing 
the landowners and developers who 
directly benefi t from said improve-
ments. This includes the formation 
of special assessment districts to help 
fund nearby improvements.

  Public-Private Partnerships (P3s): 
This mechanism provides for 
design-build or design-build-fi -
nance-operate agreements between 
government and the private sector. 
This lessens the impact on public 
funding by allowing the private 
sector to shoulder the burden of 
building and, for a time, maintain-
ing transportation infrastructure 
with the incentive of some sort 
of fi nancial benefi t to the private 
entity usually in the form of tolls 
or freight fees. Such partnerships 
have been used with varying suc-
cess with the Indiana Toll Road, 
Chicago Skyway and, here in Ohio, 
the Portsmouth Bypass.

Other proposals include the creation 
of National and State Infrastructure 

Banks that would provide credit and 
funding for projects, or the increase of 
the sale or lease of government owned 
infrastructure to the private sector to 
provide funding for new construction.

The bottom line
No matt er the path that is eventu-

ally chosen, the proverbial "can" has 
been kicked down the road for far too 
long. Our transportation infrastructure 
continues to crumble, and neglecting the 
safety of our roads and bridges is catch-
ing up to us.

Take a deeper dive into this issue by 
reading the CRS report (htt ps://crsreports.
congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R45350).

While we can applaud eff orts like 
those recently made in Ohio to more 
adequately fund transportation infra-

structure, we cannot rest in our support 
of further measures and off ering our 
innovative ideas both in funding and 
engineering to continue to lessen the 
gap. Our leaders at the national, state 
and local levels need our support and 
expertise to solve this important issue.

Travis L. Rhoades, PE, is a transpor-
tation engineer specializing in bridge 
design.  However, he has picked up 
experience in a wide variety of civil 
engineering consulting and design. 
Rhoades’ proudest accomplishments 
include being the lead structural en-
gineer on the State Route 64 Maumee 
River Crossing currently being con-
structed in Waterville, Ohio.  Rhoades 
is the immediate past president of the 
Engineers Foundation of Ohio.

The Franklin County Chapter (FCC) 
of the Ohio Society of Professional En-
gineers has released its schedule for the 
2019-2020 fi scal year.  

FCC's 2020 educational meetings 
will be held at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, 
January 22, Thursday, March 19, and 
Thursday, April 16.  

In February 2020, the Chapter will 
host its Engineer for a Day program 
(date to be announced) and its region-
al MATHCOUNTS competition on 
Saturday, February 8, at Columbus State 

Franklin County Chapter releases dates 
for education meetings & service programs

Community College.  The Chapter will 
also participate in the local Engineers 
Week Luncheon on Thursday, February 
20 at 11:30 AM.  

District Science Day judging will 
take place at Columbus State Communi-
ty College in March (date to be an-
nounced).  Finally, the Chapter's Offi  cer 
Installation/Awards Dinner will occur 
on Thursday, May 21, at 6:30 PM.

Contact FCC President Dustin 
Doherty, PE, at ddoherty@cecinc.com 
for more information.

OSPE CHAPTER CALENDAR

Dayton Chapter will cover alternative energy & 
non-welding applications for robotic manufacturing
Chapter announces its program schedule 2019-2020

The Dayton Chapter of the Ohio 
Society of Professional Engineers has 
announced the themes for its autumn 
luncheon programs.  The Chapter 
will host a meeting on "Non-Welding 
Applications for Robotic 
Manufacturing" on Thurs-
day, December 12.

Additional chapter 
lunch meetings will be held in 
2020 on the following Thursdays: Jan-

uary 9,  February 13, March 12, April 
9, May 14 (meeting with County Engi-
neers Association of Ohio & ODOT), 
July 9 and August 13.  

Lunch meetings are held at 
the Dayton Engineers Club (110 
Monument Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45402) and are scheduled 

to begin at 12:00 noon.  For regis-
tration details, e-mail Ed Schlaack, 

PE, at schlaacke@mcohio.org.
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Professional Engineers Day campaign scores 
thousands of impressions on social media
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The Ohio Society of Professional 
Engineers (OSPE) celebrated Profession-
al Engineers Day (PE Day) on August 7 
by sharing videos from Society leaders 
on social media.  OSPE President Devon 
Seal, PE, OSPE Past President L. Steve 
Day, PE, F.NSPE, and Engineers Foun-
dation of Ohio President Chett  Siefring, 
PE, each fi lmed a segment designed to 
celebrate and elevate awareness about 
the profession.

"I love my career as a professional en-
gineer because I get to do interesting work 
with a team of engineers solving chal-
lenging environmental problems for our 
clients," said Seal.  "I'm proud to be a PE!"

"In recognition of PE Day on August 
7th, I'd like to say it is my honor to 
serve the public by safeguarding our 

collective health, safety and welfare 
as I execute mechanical engineer-
ing designs for public and private 
projects," said Day.  "I'm proud to be 
a professional engineer."

"As a licensed professional engi-
neer doing geotechnical work," said 
Siefring, "I enjoy making other peo-
ple's visions and ideas come to life as 
I work to rehabilitate roads making 
them safe and long lasting for the 
public.  I am proud to be a PE."

Collectively, Ohio's PE Day posts 
received 6,000 views between the So-
ciety's website, www.OhioEngineer.
com, and its social media platforms 
– Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube.  
The videos were also shared by others 
on Facebook thereby yielding an in-

calculable number of 
total impressions.

<  At the Ohio Statehouse, 
Ohio Society of 
Professional Engineers 
President Devon Seal, 
PE, shares her pride in 
being a professional 
engineer who works 
with a team to solve 
environmental problems.

Engineers Foundation of Ohio President Chett 
Siefring, PE, enjoys making other's visions and ideas 
come to life as he works to rehabilitate roads.

Ohio Society of Professional Engineers Past 
President L. Steve Day, PE, F.NSPE, is honored to 
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare as 
he executes mechanical engineering designs.

The Ohio Society of Professional 
Engineers (OSPE) off ers several pro-
fessional awards every year.  
Awards with a nomination 
deadline of December 1 
include STAR Chapter Rec-
ognition, OSPE Young En-
gineer of the Year and NSPE 
Fellow Membership status.  
Awards with a nomination 
deadline of February 1, 2020, 
include OSPE Citation, Meritorious 
Service, Outstanding Engineering 
Student, Outstanding Engineering 
Educator and Outstanding Engi-
neering Achievement.  Awards with 
a nomination deadline of March 
31, 2020, include Overall National 
Engineers Week Observance, OSPE 

Uncommon Engineer, Legislator of 
the Year, Professional Engineering 

Management and Ohio New 
Product Award.

Apply for OSPE awards, 
including the New Product 
Award, online at www.

OhioEngineer.com.  Click on 
“Member Access” and then on 

“Gett ing Ahead.”  Or call 1-800-
654-9481 (614-223-1144 in Colum-

bus) for more information.  For each 
award, fi ve copies of the nomination 
form must be submitt ed to OSPE.  

Award presentations will be 
made at OSPE’s 2020 All-Ohio Engi-
neering Conference, June 11-13, at the 
Holiday Inn Dayton Fairborn.

Gain recognition through Ohio engineering awards
Mechanical (Facilities) 
Mechanical (Process) 

Electrical 
Chemical 

Civil/Structural 
Architecture 
Automation 

Instrumentation & Controls 
A/V-Telecommunications 

IT/Technology 

www.thejdigroup.com 

www.structurepoint.com
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AROUND OHIO

At the Leadership Retreat, OSPE President Devon 
Seal, PE, (left) and Executive Director Tim Schaffer 
(right) present Dayton Chapter President Aurea 
Rivera, PE, (center) with a certifi cate re-chartering 
the chapter for fi scal year 2020.

OSPE President Devon Seal, PE, (left) and EFO President 
Chett Siefring, PE, (right) kick off the annual Leadership 
Retreat for their respective boards and chapter offi cers.  
The Retreat gave state and chapter leaders resources 
for the coming year.  Topics included “Energizing Your 
Membership,” “Managing Your Chapter for Success” and 
“Running Effective Meetings,” among others. 

Lobbyist Matt Whitehead, 
vice president of 
Governmental Policy 
Group, co-presents 
“Legislative Update” 
with NSPE government 
relations staff.  The 
session was worth 1.5 
CPD hours.

Leadership Retreat, The Boat House at Confl uence Park, Columbus, August 2019

<  The spring 2019 PE 
certificate recipients 
recite the Engineers' 
Creed promising to place 
"the public welfare above 
all other considerations."

OSPE President Devon Seal, 
PE, presents new member 
Jacob Schroeder, PE, with 
his Ohio PE license.

The autumn 2019 PE certifi cate recipients also say 
the Engineers' Creed, through which they promise 
"to participate in none but honest enterprise."

OSPE hosted Certificate Ceremonies at the Statehouse to present Ohio's newest 
PEs with their wall certificates. Many thanks to our sponsors:  American Electric 
Power, Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, EASi and Stantec.

Certifi cate Ceremonies, Spring & Autumn 2019

In June, Engineers Foundation of Ohio (EFO) President Travis Rhoades, PE, (center) leads the last 
meeting of the 2018-2019 EFO Board of Trustees.

<  OSPE Executive Director Tim Schaffer shows off a newspaper featuring OSPE member James Gonya, EI, 
the 2019 recipient of the Toledo Area Young Engineer of the Year Award.  Gonya works for The JDI Group 
in Maumee and he is OSPE's Young Engineer Representative.

OSPE & EFO Board Meetings, Columbus, 2019

State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers & Survey-
ors Executive Director John Greenhalge makes a CPD presentation 
to OSPE's Southwest Ohio Chapter in March at BSI Engineering.

In the spring, State 
Senator Kristina Roegner 
(R-Hudson) was the guest 
speaker at the offi cer 
installation banquet hosted 
by the Canton Regional, 
Akron District and 
Mahoning Valley Chapters 
of OSPE.  Pictured, 
Senator Roegner poses 
with the installing offi cer, 
OSPE President L. Steve 
Day, PE, F.NSPE, (left) and 
OSPE Vice President Joe Warino, PE, PS, F.NSPE (right).

OSPE Chapter programs, Spring 2019
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LEGISLATIVE & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
by Joseph V. Warino PE, PS, FNSPE, VP, Legislative & Government Aff airs, OSPE

OSPE is looking out for ride safety
Members can make a difference

As the weather began to turn crisp, 
OSPE members continued to off er 
their advice and expertise to the Ohio 
legislature and offi  cials of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture with reference to 
amusement ride safety in Ohio.  As you 
will recall, in 2017 at the Ohio State 
Fair, a ride failed due to corrosion and 
injured several people with one fatality. 
Since that time, OSPE has been working 
with the Ohio General Assembly (OGA) 
and the Department of Agriculture by 
off ering recommendations for increased 
safety, including oversight by a licensed 
professional engineer (PE). 

Nearly a year later, in May 2018, bi-
partisan legislation (House Bill 631) was 
introduced to revise the laws governing 
amusement ride operation and safety, 

designate the act as “Tylers Law” and 
declare an emergency.  OSPE supported 
the inclusion of the following language:  
“When employing a new chief inspector, 
or an additional inspector, preference 
will be given to a professional engineer.”  
Unfortunately, the bill did not make it to 
a fl oor vote in 2018 and, therefore, it died 
in the 132nd OGA at the close of the year. 

This year, in the 133rd OGA, a new 
iteration of the legislation – House Bill 
189 – was introduced and has since been 
signed by Governor Mike DeWine.  The 
legislation was cosponsored by Repre-
sentative John Patt erson (D-Jeff erson) 
and former Representative Louis W. 
Blessing, III, PE (R-Colerain Township).  
Like the previous legislation, the new 
measure revises the laws governing 

amusement ride operation and safe-
ty, designates the act as “Tylers Law” 
and declares an emergency.  It does 
not address hiring PEs as inspectors, 
but – with an amendment proposed by 
OSPE – it does provide that a PE will 
be a member of Ohio's amusement ride 
safety advisory council.  While we were 
hoping for a voting position, we were 
met with objections because the admin-
istration wanted an odd number of vot-
ing members to avoid ties.  (The addi-
tion of a PE as a voting member would 
have made it even.)  In the interest of 
moving forward with PE involvement, 
we accepted the compromise negotiated 
by Representative Blessing, who is him-
self a PE and an OSPE member.  Having 
a PE’s voice on the safety advisory coun-
cil can only be an asset when it comes to 
looking out for the public's safety. 

This narrative is just one example 
of how membership in OSPE is working 
daily for the bett erment of the profes-
sion.  There are 16 bills in the 133rd 
OGA that are being monitored that have 
an eff ect on the practice of engineer-
ing. OSPE has taken a position on four 
of them:  We support House Bills 159 
(indemnity provisions) and 189 (Tyler's 
Law), while we oppose House Bills 258 
(apprenticeships) and 263 (criminal 
convictions) as writt en.

Stay in tune with what is happening 
in the Ohio legislature by reviewing the 
bill tracking summary included in each 
addition of OhioENGINEER, and vol-
unteer to work on a bill of which your 
expertise can be of service.

As PEs, we need to immerse our-
selves and advocate for the ongoing 
progress of the profession. This can 
best be accomplished by being “active” 
members.  Step up and let your local 
legislators know the countless reasons 
engineering licensure is fundamental to 
preserving the public's health and safety.  

It is never too late to introduce 
yourself to your legislators. Contact them 
by mail, email, phone, or a personal visit. 
OSPE is ready to assist you!  Make it 
your mission to support and proclaim 
the importance of our profession. 

State Board of Registra-
tion for Professional Engineers 
and Surveyors member Dean 
Ringle, PE, PS, was elected 
the 2019-2020 president at the 
NCEES annual meeting held 
last August in Washington, DC.  

A resident of Columbus, 
Ringle retired as Franklin 
County Engineer in 2017, and 
in July of that year he began 
his service as the executive di-
rector of the County Engineers 
Association of Ohio.

Dean Ringle, PE, PS, is installed as NCEES president

Dean Ringle, PE, PS

Former State Represen-
tative Louis W. Blessing, III, 
PE (R-Cincinnati), has been 
sworn in to offi  ce in the 
Ohio Senate to fi ll the open 
seat in the 8th District (part 
of Hamilton County).   The 
seat was vacated by Lou 
Terhar, who resigned citing 
health reasons.  

Senate President Larry 
Obhof (R-Medina) said, 
"He is a committ ed public 
servant who understands what is 
important to the people of southwest 
Ohio, and we look forward to working 
with him in the Senate."

A longtime OSPE mem-
ber, Senator Blessing earned 
the Society's Legislator of the 
Year award in 2014 and 2017.  
During his tenure in the Ohio 
House, he championed sev-
eral bills to protect Ohioans 
and support engineers in their 
work.  For example, he co-
sponsored the civil immunity 
bill that now, as law, protects 
engineers from being held 
liable for errors or omissions 

when they volunteer their professional 
services during a declared emergency.  

Cindy Abrams, a former Cincin-
nati police offi  cer, has fi lled the 29th 
Ohio House District seat.

Former Representative Louis W. Blessing, III, PE, 
wins appointment to fi ll Ohio Senate seat

Ohio State Senator 
Louis W. Blessing, III, PE
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LEGISLATIVE & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Governor DeWine signs Tyler's Law 
OSPE testifi es in support of House Bill 189, which puts 
a PE on amusement ride safety advisory council

Registered professional engineers 
(PEs) will soon have a voice in helping 
to bolster amusement ride safety in the 
State of Ohio.  

Governor Mike DeWine signed 
House Bill 189 (Patt erson-Blessing) on 
November 6, and an emergency clause 
makes the amusement ride safety 
legislation eff ective immediately.  The 
new law, according to Senator Louis 
W. Blessing, III, PE, increases the num-
ber of inspectors and inspections for 
amusement rides in Ohio, and it also 
improves documentation.  

Thanks to the Ohio Society of Pro-
fessional Engineers (OSPE), the measure 
also includes language that places a 
PE on the Ohio Advisory Council on 
Amusement Ride Safety.  This language 
was amended into House Bill 189 last 
spring, and the bill was approved by the 
Ohio House of Representatives in June.  
The Senate passed (30-0) the legislation 

October 23 and sent it 
to Governor DeWine 
for his approval.

OSPE advocated 
at the Statehouse last 
spring and again in 
September for Tyler's 
Law – legislation 
named in memory of 
18-year-old Marine 
recruit Tyler Jarrell 
who lost his life at the 
2017 Ohio State Fair 
when a ride broke 
apart mid-operation.  

OSPE Past President David D. 
Dexter, PE, F.NSPE, and OSPE member 
Henry Dammeyer, PE, each gave pro-
ponent testimony to the Senate Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources Committ ee 
to explain the Society's position of 
support.  The Senate committ ee hearing 
was covered by NBC4 WCMH-TV and 
ABC's WSYX-TV.

Dexter said, "Professional engineers 
are ethically bound by law – Ohio Ad-
ministrative Code 4733-35-03 – to hold 
the public safety, health and welfare 
above all other interests."

Dammeyer, who has experience 
with stresses in materials and the eff ects 
of corrosion, told the Senate committ ee, 
"Damage to rides is not always readi-
ly apparent with a visual inspection," 
Dammeyer said.  "Locating the damage, 
determining the cause and extent of the 
damage, and determining proper repair 
techniques are all critical to maintain-
ing the integrity of the ride and, thus, 
passenger safety. To accomplish that 
most eff ectively requires the support of 
skilled PEs dedicated to the safety of the 
public above all other considerations."

Dammeyer concluded, "Our interest 
is in applying the PE's technical expertise 
to the aid of the public. This is something 
that PEs are qualifi ed to undertake, and it 
is important that we do so."

OSPE member Henry Dammeyer, PE, testifi es 
on September 25 in support of placing a PE on 
the Ohio Advisory Council on Amusement Ride 
Safety.  Photo credit: NBC4 WCMH-TV

OSPE past president David Dexter, PE, F.NSPE, presents testimony before the 
Ohio Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, September 25, 2019.  
Photo credit: NBC4 WCMH-TV
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LEGISLATIVE & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS:  133RD OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

REDUCE REGULATORY 
RESTRICTIONS, House 
Bill 115 (Riedel, Roemer) 
& Senate Bill 1 (McColley, 
Roegner)

To require certain agencies to reduce the number of 
regulatory restrictions.

Status:  HB 115:  4/10/2019 - House State 
and Local Government (2nd 
Hearing).  SB 1:  6/12/2019 - House 
State and Local Government (1st 
Hearing)

MILITARY-TEMPORARY 
LICENSURE, House Bill 
133 (Perales, Weinstein), 
Senate Bill 7 (Lehner, 
Hackett)

To require state occupational licensing agencies, 
under certain circumstances, to issue temporary 
licenses or certifi cates to members of the military 
and spouses who are licensed in another jurisdiction 
and have moved to Ohio for military duty.

Status:  HB 133:  10/2/2019 - Senate 
Transportation, Commerce & 
Workforce (1st Hearing).  SB 7:  
11/6/2019 - Consideration of House 
Amendments; Vote 0-33, Senate 
does not concur

INDEMNITY PROVISIONS, 
House Bill 159 (Blessing)

To regulate the use of indemnity provisions in 
professional design contracts related to public 
improvements.

Status:  4/30/2019 - House Civil Justice (2nd 
Hearing).  

Position: Support

OPERATING BUDGET, 
House Bill 166 (Oelslager)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium 
(7/1/19-6/30/21) and to provide authorization and 
conditions for the operation of state programs.

Status:  7/18/2019 - Signed by Governor; 
effective immediately

AMUSEMENT RIDE 
SAFETY, House Bill 189 
(Patterson, Blessing)

To revise the laws governing amusement ride 
operation and safety, to designate this act as "Tyler's 
Law," and to declare an emergency.  Adds a PE to 
the safety advisory council.

Status:   11/6/2019 - Signed by Governor; 
effective immediately

Position: Support

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE-
APPRENTICESHIP, House 
Bill 258 (Powell)

To require a licensing authority to issue an 
occupational license to an applicant who completes 
a registered apprenticeship program and meets 
other requirements for licensure.

Status:  6/5/2019 - House Economic and 
Workforce Development (1st 
Hearing).  

Position: Oppose
OCCUPATIONAL 
LICENSING-CRIMINAL 
CONVICTIONS, House Bill 
263 (Koehler) 

To revise the initial occupational licensing restrictions 
applicable to individuals convicted of criminal 
offenses.

Status:  11/6/2019 - House Commerce and 
Labor (3rd Hearing).

Position: Oppose

CONTRACTOR PAYMENT 
DEADLINE, House Bill 380 
(Cross, Sweeney)

To require owners of construction projects to pay a 
contractor within 35 days of receiving a request for 
payment

Status:   11/6/2019 - House Commerce and 
Labor (1st Hearing).

INTERIOR DESIGN 
EXAMINERS BOARD, 
House Bill 402 (Lang, 
Sweeney)

To create the Ohio Interior Design Examiners Board 
to certify and regulate interior designers.

Status:   11/7/2019 - Introduced

STATEWIDE WATERSHED 
PLANNING, Senate Bill 2 
(Peterson, Dolan)

To create a statewide watershed planning structure 
for watershed programs to be implemented by local 
soil and water conservation districts.

Status:  10/16/2019 - House Energy and 
Natural Resources (1st Hearing).

SCHOOL FACILITIES 
ASSISTANCE, Senate Bill 
4 (Rulli)

To make a capital appropriation for school facilities 
assistance.

Status:  7/23/2019 - Re-referred to 
committee

PUNITIVE / EXEMPLARY 
DAMAGES LIMITATION 
EXEMPTIONS, Senate Bill 
46 (Eklund)

To expand the exemption from punitive or exemplary 
damages limitations in tort law that is related to 
certain felony convictions.

Status:  3/19/2019 - Senate Government 
Oversight and Reform (2nd Hearing)

REGISTERED DESIGN 
PROFESSIONALS, Senate 
Bill 136 (Hottinger, Sykes)

To establish a payment assurance program for 
registered design professionals.

Status:  6/18/2019 - Senate Government 
Oversight and Reform (1st Hearing)

WORKFORCE-EDUCATION 
PARTNERSHIPS Senate 
Bill 181  (Coley)

To require the Chancellor of Higher Education 
to create a template for workforce-education 
partnership programs.

Status:  11/6/2019 - Passed Senate (33-0)
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The Engineer's The Engineer's 
Project Management ToolboxProject Management Toolbox

Earn 6 CPD Hours (including 2 hours of ethics) Earn 6 CPD Hours (including 2 hours of ethics) 
& 6 project management credits!& 6 project management credits!

Monday, December 2Monday, December 2 ......................... ......................... ClevelandCleveland
Tuesday, December 3Tuesday, December 3 ............................... ............................... ToledoToledo
Friday, December 6Friday, December 6 ............................. .............................CincinnatiCincinnati

Register at http://OhioEngineer.com Register at http://OhioEngineer.com 
or by calling 1-800-654-9481.or by calling 1-800-654-9481.

Support Engineering Education:
Look for the EFO check-offs on your 

NSPE-Ohio membership renewal.


